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Introduction
In nearly all studies of religious extremism in 
Pakistan, the one critical actor that pops up 
to the fore are the youth. Radical ideologies 
eye them as their primary audience, and 
extremist outfits and militant movements 
seek to capitalize on the youth’s vigor to 
execute their violent agendas or enforce 
their puritanical worldviews. As evident 
from acts of terrorism and extremism 
in the past two decades, in Pakistan the 
youth have been used as foot-soldiers for 
militancy, and as fuel to fire up extremism. 

Notwithstanding the enormous size of the 
youth population (62% of the population), 
no government has been able to come 
up with a functional youth policy till date, 
leaving this critical chunk of the population 
to fend for themselves. The deteriorating 
state of the public education, obsolete 
syllabi, and the education system’s general 
inability to equip the youth with marketable 
skills in an intensively competitive age 
cause uncertainty and confusion among 
many young people as they transit from 
schooling to practical life.

PIPS observations and surveys indicate the 
Pakistani youth not only lack crucial social 
and intellectual skills and clarity of thought, 
but many of them also harbor suspicion 
and distrust for the system. They do not 
have much confidence that meritocracy 
is upheld or hard work is rewarded. The 
economy’s failure to cope with the ever 
growing number of young job seekers and 
the education system’s failure to give the 
youth the skills that could be marketed in 
the global job market lead to frustration 
and hopelessness among the youth. 

Still worse, in situations of hopelessness and 
frustration the youth become susceptible to 
deviant behaviors and extreme ideologies. 
And as if these were not enough, the 
avenues for free and creative self-expression 
and liberal exchange of ideas are also 

dwindling for the Pakistani youth, making 
the situation worst. In short, the country is 
producing largely a generation of indignant 
youth whose manifestations of anger and 
frustration reverberate across the length 
and breadth of the society. Be it the gory 
lynching of Mashaal Khan by his fellow 
students, or the coldblooded massacre of 
the Ismailis in Safoora Goth by a group of 
‘well-educated’ youth, it is evident that 
Pakistani youth need immediate attention 
and counselling at all levels. 

For these reasons, the Pak Institute for 
Peace Studies (PIPS) conceived a project to 
train and educate university students about 
social, political, and legal matters and issues 
that lie at the core of religious radicalism 
in Pakistan. Training and educational 
workshops on the theme of interfaith 
harmony were designed, and carefully 
selected topics that directly or indirectly 
relate to interfaith harmony, acceptance 
of diversity, and peaceful coexistence etc. 
were incorporated into this youth-centered 
project. 

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, five two-day 
workshops were held in Peshawar, Swat, 
Abbottabad, and D.I. Khan in which 
university students from major cities 
as well as rural and tribal regions were 
invited. Care was taken to ensure that 
youth from all regions of the province 
were given the opportunity to participate 
in the workshops. This report contains the 
findings of the five workshops. The results 
of the pre- and post-workshop surveys and 
interviews are also given in the form of 
charts for better readability. The results are 
followed by analysis of the results. 



MAIN THEMES & 
TOPICS 

1. Strength in Diversity 
2. Clarity of Political Thinking
3. Interplay of Religion and Culture 
4. Citizenship in a Democratic State 
5. Extremism: Domestic Problem, Global Implications
6. Equality of Women 
7. Accountability and Good Governance 
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Main Themes & 
Topics 
Strength in Diversity
For millennia, the South Asia has been 
the melting pot of religions, cultures, 
languages, and ethnicities. Pakistan inherits 
this quality abundantly which is evident by 
the immense diversity in the country. What 
is modern-day Pakistan was once home to 
great pre-Islamic civilizations like the Indus 
Valley and Gandhara. Different indigenous 
religions like the Hinduism, Buddhism, and 
Sikhism etc. thrived in this area in the past, 
and later Islam and Christianity etc. were 
introduced that gained following among 
the natives. This rich and diverse history led 
to a diverse sociocultural landscape. These 
sociocultural diversities of the broader 
region and their influences and legacies 
in Pakistan were discussed at length by 
eminent scholars during the workshops. 

The participants were told that Pakistan 
is a heterogeneous country with huge 
variations in ethnicities and their cultures, 
languages, and lifestyles. Notwithstanding 
the numerous similarities in the overall 
national culture, sub-cultures vary from one 
ethnic group to another as well as across 
provincial boundaries. Cultures are 
organic and they grow in response 
to the particular environments in 
a given area. Physical environment 
influence people’s lifestyles including 
food, dress, and traditions. For 
instance, among the conservative 
Pakhtuns that dwell in the cold and 
mountainous regions, the women 
mostly tend to household chores 
and wear the traditional burqa outside 
their homes. In contrast, the women in 
the villages of Sindh and Punjab work in 
the fields along with their men. Due to hot 

weather and compulsions of work, women 
in these areas do not wear the traditional 
full-body burqa.

Speakers, however, lamented that Pakistan 
has never been able to benefit from its 
diversity. Eminent jurist and former head 
of the Council of Islamic Ideology, Dr. Khalid 
Masud, said that from early on diversity 
was frowned upon by the state elite, and 
viewed as an obstacle to nation building. 
Suspicion of diversity resulted in political 
discord as different ethnic groups viewed 
the nation building project as an attempt 
to dilute their distinct ethnic, lingual, 
and cultural identities. When Urdu was 
imposed as national language on the non-
Urdu speaking Bengalis, it led to backlash 
and violence as the Bengalis viewed the 
policy as an attempt to undermine one of 
their core identities i.e. language. 

Dr. Masud argued that diversity is a 
cause for celebration rather than worry 
because it brings in fresh and alternative 

Like the Muslims, the Hindus and 
Christians are ancient natives 
of this soil, yet due to instilled 
aversion for diversity they are 
often viewed as outsiders, and 
their loyalty to the country is 
questioned. 

“From early on, diversity 
was seen as hampering 
consensus on critical 
national issues in 
Pakistan.”
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perspectives, and helps understand things 
better. Likewise, other speakers said that 
the inability of the state to appreciate and 
promote diversity has been responsible for 
the persecution of the Hindus, Christians, 
Sikhs, as well as Muslim sects like the Shias 
in Pakistan. Like the Muslims, the Hindus 
and Christians are ancient natives of this 
soil, yet due to instilled aversion for diversity 
they are often viewed as outsiders, and 
their loyalty to the country is questioned.  

P o l i t i c a l l y -
inspired religious 
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n 
through the 
education system 
and mass media has 
created xenophobic 
behaviors among 
many people. 
In such an 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
anyone and 

everyone who does not meet certain pre-
defined standards for a patriotic Pakistani 
is seen as a potential threat. During 
one of the workshops, a Hindu student 
complained that the textbooks 
contained derogatory terms 
about the Hindus and inaccurate 
references to their faith. This was 
seconded by the resource persons 
who acknowledged that faith-
based discrimination was, indeed, 
widespread and often propagated 
through the textbooks. 

Senior investigative journalist, Azaz 
Syed, said religious biases are drilled into 
the minds of the youth in a number of 
ways including through the education. He 
urged the youth to shed their social, ethnic, 
and religious biases and fight all forms of 
prejudices. Syed said the youth should learn 
to look inward and identify what biases 

they harbor for other religious or ethnic 
groups. Stereotyping and biases influence 
social behaviors, and sometimes lead to 
hatred and violence. Weighing people on 
uniform parameters in a heterogeneous 
society is a recipe for social discord, he said. 
That celebrating diversity makes Pakistan 
stronger was one of the key concepts 
stressed at the PIPS workshops.  

Clarity of Political Thinking
Robust democracies are built organically on 
the democratic aspirations and pursuits of 
the public. The collective will of the people 
dictates the nature and form of political 
system in democracies. In Pakistan, the 
political system has been on a rollercoaster 
since inception as weak elected leaders 
and powerful dictators have alternated in 
running the country.  Given the fragility 
of the representative politics and a 
general political confusion in Pakistan, it 
is imperative that the young generation 
develop clarity of thinking with regard 
to their political aspirations as a nation 
because the cost of fluctuating between 
democracy and dictatorship has already 
been huge. 

The Pakistani state elite were intimidated 
by the country’s diversity right from 
the beginning. Diversity was seen as 
hampering consensus on critical national 
issues particularly in the country’s early 
phases when neighboring India was seen 
as a survival threat. This phenomenon 

Cultural critic and 
popular columnist Yasir 
Pirzada is explaining 
critical thinking to 
students  in D.I. khan
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led to attempts by 
the state to create 
a homogenous 
nation that would 
stick to a singular 
religious identity. 
But the pursuit 
of that utopian 
homogeneity only 
created confused 
political ideals 
and unrealistic 

aspirations. And mass political confusion 
while serving limited interests of the ruling 
class has eroded the prospects of social 
cohesion and peace, and overall stability. 

Therefore, the workshops stressed that 
political literacy is critical for the youth 
because they make up majority of the 
population and wield the energy and 
potential to challenge the status quo that 
capitalizes on mass political confusion, 
and impede inclusive social progress. The 
constitution was termed the best 
document for the political education 
of the young generation. Noted 
constitutionalist and parliamentary 
historian, Zafarullah Khan, said that 
it was imperative for every literate 
person to read the constitution 
because it is the mother of all laws, 
and the most sacred agreement 
between the people and the state. 
The constitution makes the state and 
without it the state has zero legitimacy to 
operate or exist, he said. 

Zafarullah Khan further added that there 

is a latent belief among many people that 
the constitution is basically for the legal 
fraternity to read or understand which is 
wrong. It is necessary for everyone and 
more so for the youth to read this sacred 
document particularly its clauses that 
relate to fundamental rights and freedoms. 
Those rights are inborn to all humans 
regardless of their gender, race, faith, or 
socio-economic status etc. ‘You cannot 
defend your rights and freedoms when 
you don’t know what they are’, he added. 
Besides, understanding the constitution 
and the core political concepts therein are 
also crucial for clearing up confusions and 
recalibrating the nation’s political compass. 

Similarly, speakers argued that public 
vigilance and check on the power of 
the state were essential for rule of 
law. The key to the success of the 
contemporary European democracies 
are the constant vigilance by the 
people and effective accountability of 

the authorities. Politically educated publics 
tend to be more vigilant, and better guard 
against potential excesses by the state. 
Therefore, the youth were urged to develop 
clarity of political thinking by studying and 
understanding key political concepts as 
well as by reading the constitution.  

Additionally, the students in attendance 
were encouraged to go beyond their 
textbooks and read about the modern 
concepts of citizenship in order to broaden 
their knowledge base and widen their 

Religious biases are drilled into the 
minds of the youth in a number of 
ways including through the education.

Azaz Syed

Dr. Rashid Ahmed 
discussing how faith, 
religion, and culture 
interact with one 
another in Pakistan.
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worldviews. Reading books was greatly 
emphasized during the workshops because 
the per capita book reading in Pakistan 

is pathetically 
low. Reading 
introduces the 
youth to alternative 
perspectives on 
different issues 
and help them 
become tolerant 
of opposing views 
and more accepting 
of diversity and 
inclusion.  

Religion and culture are intertwined in 
Pakistan. Both interact with and influence 
each other in many ways. The connection 
between the two is so close that sometimes 
cultural values are confused with religious 
dogmas and vice versa. At dedicated 
sessions of the workshops, the religion-
culture nexus was explored in detail by 
writers and scholars. Cultural researcher 
and author of ‘Muffled Voices: Longing 
for Pluralist and Peaceful Pakistan’, Zubair 
Towali said the South Asian culture is rooted 
in ancient civilizations like the Mehrgarh 
and Gandhara. 

Scholar of Hinduism 
Haroon Sarab Diyal 
speaking about the 
Hindus’ contribution to 
Pakistan’s development.

According to him, culture is nothing but a 
product of human’s interaction with nature 
over time. He, however, rejected the idea 
that the youth needed to exercise tolerance 
towards other religions and cultures, saying 

that what the young generation need to do 
is to develop deeper understanding of other 
faiths and cultures. The term tolerance is 
largely a post 9/11 
construct, and 
scholars have been 
using it since, he 
said. Torwali urged 
the youth to accept 
diversity instead of 
tolerating it. 

Similarly, discussing 
the relationship 
between faith and 
culture, Dr. Qibla Ayaz said cultures vary 
across Muslim communities in Pakistan 
and accordingly the religious practices 
and rituals also experience variations. For 
instance, the Pakhtunwali code observed by 
the tribal Pakhtuns closely resemble Islamic 
teachings and practices. Many believe those 
codes were handed down by religion which 
is not the case. The Pakhtunwali is part of 
the Pakhtun culture mingled with religion. 
He further said that dress codes are different 
among various communities, and each 
community observes hijab according to its 
own indigenous culture. Likewise, religious 
conservatism is more pronounced in rural 

and tribal cultures, while the hold 
of religion is comparatively weaker 
in urbanized cultural settings. 

The Pakistani culture is also 
influenced by Sufism which 
espouses a more personal and 
individualistic version of Islam, 
commonly manifested in art and 
music. The mystical aspects of 
Sufism appeal to liberal Pakistanis 

who view it as more peaceful and personal 
than the mainstream faiths. However, the 
Sufism’s defiance of violence and love for 
music and art – things considered un-Islamic 
by the radical lots - has made the Sufis 
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and their shrines a 
target of extremist 
and terrorists. As 
a result, many 
ancient Sufi shrines 
have been bombed 
in Pakistan, killing 
hundreds of 
innocent people. 

The mix of culture 
and religion is 
deep in Pakistan, 

and the latter is becoming the dominant 
element in this relationship due to 
progressive radicalization. Dr. Fazal-ur-
Rehman, director China Study Center at 
the University of Sargodha, said that in a 
diverse society social and cultural conflicts 
are inevitable, but not inherently violent. 
He underlined the need for a culture of 
dialogue, reasoning, and logic in Pakistan 
in order to promote social and religious 
harmony. 

Citizenship in a Democratic 
State
The question of the citizenship of religious 
minorities is one of the most underrated 
issues in Pakistan. The so-called Islamization 
project of the Zia regime introduced 
religious extremism both at the levels of 
the state and society which also radically 
transformed the general perceptions 
around the concepts of citizenship and 
patriotism. Zia’s Islamism treated the non-
Muslim citizens particularly the Hindus as 
outcasts. Textbooks written during that era 
often equated the Hindus with India and 
vice versa despite the fact the Pakistan and 
India are home to millions of Hindus and 
Muslims respectively. 

Therefore, in order to sensitize the youth 
about democratic concepts of citizenship, 

the workshops had special sessions on this 
issue. Notwithstanding its many failings, 
the constitution 
accords rights 
and freedoms 
to all citizens, 
but the lingering 
perception about 
the citizenship of 
minorities often 
contradict the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
s a f e g u a r d s . 
Director PIPS 
Mohammad Amir Rana while discussing 
the topic ‘a good citizen is the best 
Pakistan’ said that being proper citizen 
of a state is a great privilege because it 
opens up the doors to social, political, and 
economic opportunities. And the reverse 
is also true because being deprived of 
citizenship means no access to the routine 
opportunities that are available to the full-
fledged citizens. 

He further said that citizenship right is 
universally accepted as a fundamental 
human right, yet millions of people 
continue to remain deprived of citizenship 
around the world. In Pakistan alone, over 
fifty thousand Rohingyas have been living 
without citizenship rights for decades. 
Mainly concentrated in Karachi, the 
Burmese community lack access to basic 
social services and amenities. They have 
been promised citizenship by different 
governments, still no concrete step has 
been taken so far. 

The workshop participants were also 
informed about the challenges faced 
by religious minorities with regard to 
citizenship rights. Due to extremism and 
exclusivist tendencies, religious minorities 
are often viewed as lesser citizens with 
truncated rights and freedoms. Speakers 
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held this perilous phenomenon responsible 
for the continued persecution of religious 
communities in Pakistan. Where rule of 
law falters, mob justice takes over, and this 
is what has been happening in Pakistan 
for long. Members of minority groups are 
often put to death on a mere allegation 
of a wrongdoing. The accused is denied 
the due procedure of law which is his 
constitutional right as a citizen. In such an 
anarchic environment where the religious 
lot often pose as co-guardians of the 
state and its ideology, a minority person’s 
constitutionally-protected rights barely 
withstand mob justice in Pakistan. 

During interactive sessions of the 
workshops, the students were asked to 
share their opinions on what constituted 
the best Pakistani. This way, a whole 
spectrum of views on the topic came to 
light. Muhammad Amir Rana noted that the 
standard for judging the best Pakistani was 
to be found in a single factor: faith in the 
rule of law. Not every law is a good law, but 
still a citizen who believes in and respects 
the rule of law is the best Pakistani, he 
said. Religious piety, ethnic identity, socio-

economic status, or political or institutional 
affiliations are not the parameters for 
becoming the best Pakistani.

It was also argued that in a democratic state 
there is no distinction among the citizens on 
the basis of religion or faith. But in Pakistan 
the followers of the majority religion have 
developed a patronizing attitude towards 
the minority groups. The majority often 
behave in a way that suggests it is they 
who bestow the rights upon the minority. 
This defies the basic fact that rights and 
freedoms are granted and protected by 
the constitution, and not by the majority 
religious group. The students were urged 
to read the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, and understand both its historical 
background as well as the underlying 
reasons for its adoption by the world 
nations. 

Extremism:  Domestic 
Problem, Global 
Implications
Over the past decades, religious extremism 
has seen an upward trend in Pakistan, 
and has manifested itself in violent and 
non-violent forms despite the country’s 
prolonged battle against terrorism and 
extremism. For years, incidents of violent 
extremism have created disturbing 
headlines not only at home but also around 
the world, making extremism one of the 
identifying marks of the Pakistani society. 
The youth at the workshops were sensitized 

The key to the success of 
the contemporary european 
democracies are the constant 
vigilance by the people and 
effective accountability of the 
authorities.

Former BBC journalist, 
Rifatullah Orakzai talking 
about media’s attitude towards 
minorities in Pakistan



9
Youth Perspective on Society, Religion, and Politics A Case Study of 

University Students in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

about the international implications of the 
country’s negative image that has been 
building up around the world, and how 
that image practically affects the life of an 
ordinary Pakistani citizen. 

During the workshop, the students were 
shown a video documentary of the 
destruction of a Hindu shrine in district 
Karak of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Dec 31, 
2020. Filmed by senior journalist Sabookh 
Syed, the documentary showed the power 
and influence of the local clerics in rural 
villages as well as the level of intolerance 
among the general public. The old shrine 
was torched by a mob on mere incitement 
by a village mullah. But the implication of 

this localized incident was huge. Following 
the tragic incident, the footage of the 
destruction went viral after it was picked 
up by some Indian news channels and 
projected with full throttle. 

Commenting on the incident, Sabookh 
Syed said that in the age of technology it 
is hard, if not possible, to obstruct the flow 
of information, and that incidents like Karak 
can go global in no time with the power of 
the internet. Every time a worship place 

Sabookh Syed giving a video presentation on 
destruction of Hindu shrine in district Karak of 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Dec 31, 2020.

is ransacked or someone is lynched for 
blasphemy, it only worsens the chances of 
negative implications 
for the whole country. 
The international 
community routinely 
takes note of and reacts 
to such incidents, and 
does not just sit idle and 
look on as angry mobs 
rampage around and 
attack minorities and their worship places 
in Pakistan. And contrary to the common 
belief, it is not only the government that 
faces the music but also every individual 
citizen bears the cost in one way or the 
other, Syed said. 

The workshop participants were told 
how international backlash to domestic 
extremism affect the life of a common 
citizen. The problems of terrorism and 
extremism have landed Pakistan in the 
infamous grey list of the FATF which entails 
economic troubles for the country. Still 
worse, the country is staring at the prospects 
of greater punitive measures if it fails to 
fully comply with the watchdog’s demands. 
In worst case scenario, the economy will 
get a big hit and the reverberations will be 
felt by all and sundry in Pakistan. Similarly, 
due to the same issue of extremism, the 
Pakistani passport has lost its prestige 
which means that it is a herculean task 
for an ordinary Pakistan citizen to get 
visas of other countries especially the 
West. Such restrictions deprive the people 
of educational, business, and other 
opportunities in other countries. And many 

“Stereotyping and biases 
influence social behaviours, and 
sometimes lead to hatred and 
violence.”
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citizens who do get visas often report 
special treatments at foreign airports or 
racist encounters in foreign countries.  

Speakers argued that Pakistan has to put 
the genie of extremism back into the bottle 
because it cannot afford to be a pariah 
among the nations with its poor economy, 
explosive population, and increasing 
unemployment. It must become normal 
and peaceful again in order to see the fruits 
of social and economic development. The 
youth were urged to see the bigger picture 
and understand the wider implications of 
the extremism problem in the country. 

Equality of Women
Experts see a link between extremism and 
misogyny in Pakistan. Not all misogynists 
are extremists but almost all extremists 
are misogynists. Women are critical 
stakeholders in countering extremism 
particularly at the household levels where 
they as mothers and wives influence the 
discourse around various issues. Women 
are also worst affected by terrorism as 
they bear the pain of their loved ones such 
as fathers, husbands, or sons. However, 

despite making 
up over half of 
the country’s 
p o p u l a t i o n , 
women are 
denied their rights 
as citizens and 
marginalized as a 
gender. 

Given the 
importance of 
women’s role 

in socioeconomic development and 
peacebuilding, PIPS invited women leaders 
and professionals to share their stories of 
success and resilience with the workshop 
participants. In a male-dominated society 

where gender roles are dictated by men, 
carving out a name and achieving success 
is an uphill task for women. Women 
politicians, journalists, artists, and other 
professionals interacted with the students 
and shared the stories of their struggles 

and success. 

Speaking at 
the workshop, 
researcher Qurat-
ul-Ain said that 
there are about 
100 million women 
in Pakistan, but 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
their contribution 
to public life is 
disproportionately low due to gender 
discrimination. She also highlighted 
the services of Pakistani women for 
the country’s development. Likewise, 
KP lawmaker and ANP leader, Shagufta 
Malik, said the Pakistani society is largely 
conservative and as such it puts up many 
challenges to aspiring women. But, the 
women must not be intimidated by those 
obstacles, she said, further urging the 
young women to pursue their dreams 
like men. Courageous women who dare 
challenge the men’s predominance are met 
with condemnation but the women need 
to march on for equal rights. She attributed 
her success to her father’s support.  

Similarly, a journalist and entrepreneur, 
Anmol Shiraz, said that women need to 
learn to stand up for their rights and speak 
up their minds when doing so becomes 

Not all misogynists are extremists 
but almost all extremists are 
misogynists.
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necessary. They must not suffer 
in silence just to conform to the 
society’s norms which favor one 
gender and discriminate against the 
other, she said. Ms. Shiraz shared 
her professional experiences, 
mentioning the challenges she 
faced and the determination with 
which she managed to make space 
for herself in a male-dominated 
profession. Women are not just meant to 
be housewives or child-bearers. Those roles 
are imposed by the men who are averse to 
equal rights and freedoms for women, she 
added.  

Accountability and Good 
Governance 
The students were sensitized about 
the significance of accountability in 
a democratic system. Vigilance and 
accountability are key pillars of good 
governance. The Pakistani government has 
passed the right to information law which 
allows citizens to seek information from 
state entities on various matters of public 
interest. The RTI law is an effective tool for 
the accountability of the government as 
citizens can access information on budgets 
and different projects of government 
ministries and departments. The origin, 
background, and rationale of the RTI law 
was explained at length by investigative 
journalist Azaz Syed who also offered a 
comparative analysis of the same law in 
different countries.

Syed termed the RTI a milestone in Pakistan’s 
legislative history, but cautioned that the 
effectiveness of this law lay in its mass 
application. The more the citizens exercise 
this right, the greater the accountability 
of the government and policymakers. 
Governance can be considerably improved 
in Pakistan if the policy makers and 
practitioners are held accountable for their 
acts and failings, Syed said. He, however, 
added that in Pakistan the RTI law is more 
a product of external pressures rather than 
an indigenous aspiration for accountability, 
and also mentioned a grassroots movement 
in India which led to the passage of a similar 
law there.  

Accountability of the public officials has 
never been a strength of the Pakistani 
political system. Instead, a culture of 
impunity is in vogue that allows public office 
holders to get away with the most perilous 
policy choices and blunders. The culture 
of impunity must come to an end and the 
authorities must be held accountable for 
their decisions, Syed said, adding that the 
RTI law is an effective tool to bring about 
the needed change. Access to information 
on the government’s working can help 

promote vigilance by the people and 
enable the common man to evaluate 
the government’s claims and actual 
performance. He urged the youth 
to exercise their right to information 
and see how the authorities at local, 
provincial, or national levels are 
faring, or how and where the public 

Quatrina Hosain 
speaking about her 
life experiences and 
hurdles as a women 
journalist in Pakistan. 

Cultures vary across Muslim 
communities in Pakistan and 
accordingly the religious practices 
and rituals also experience 
variations.
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taxes are being spent.

Knowledge of the government’s inner 
working can help mobilize the public to 
raise questions about the conduct of the 
government and generate pressure on 
the authorities to be more efficient and 
perform better. The workshop participants 
were practically taught how they could 
exercise their right to information. The 
procedure involved writing a simple letter 
to the concerned authority, mentioning 
what information the citizen applicant 
is seeking. Over time, the application 
of this law would help instill a greater 
sense of responsibility as well as fears of 
accountability amongst the public office 
holders which will subsequently improve 
governance in the country. The text of the 
RTI law was also read out at the workshop.  

Religion and culture are intertwined 
in Pakistan. Both interact with and 
influence each other in many ways. 
The connection between the two 
is so close that sometimes cultural 
values are confused with religious 
dogmas and vice versa.





PROBLEM AREAS AND 
CHALLENGES

1. The Crisis of Identity 
2. A De-politicized Generation
3. Suspicion of Diversity
4. Absence of Critical Thinking
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Problem Areas and 
Challenges 
The Crisis of Identity 
If the separation of the state and the mosque 
was desirable, Pakistan’s founding 
leaders embarked on an exactly 
opposite course by blending the 
two together. With the partition 
done, the demand was raised 
by the religious lot to establish 
the promised Islamic system in 
the newborn country where the 
Muslims were to practice their 
faith freely as they wished. And 
the demand was duly complied with by the 
early political leaders and the Objectives 
Resolution was passed that not only gelled 
politics with religion but also propelled the 
Muslim faith to the center-stage. In the 
subsequent years, as the majority Muslims 
began to claim upper status as citizens the 
prospects of national unity was dashed. 

According to Pakistani scholar and jurist, 
Dr. Khalid Masud, the Pakistani political 
thinking is suffering from some fundamental 
confusions that are rooted in its political 
history. For instance, while being a modern 
democratic state, Pakistan also has 
aspirations for medieval Islamic governance 
system. The continued pursuit for two 
mutually incompatible systems i.e. modern 
democracy and a Shariah-based system 
has fostered mass confusion in Pakistan. 
Likewise, the state’s nation building project 

has not only failed to achieve its objectives, 
but has also muddied the political thinking 
and added to the confusion. The state’s 
inability to cope with diversity and the 
heterogeneous nature of the Pakistani 
society led to attempts to impose a blanket 
Islamic identity on the country.  

During the workshops, it was noted that 
majority of the youth had no clarity as 
to what political system was suitable for 
Pakistan and why. Most of them were 
unbothered by the mixing of religion and 
politics and believed Pakistan was meant to 
be an Islamic country. Some had suspicions 
about democracy while others were unsure 
whether they were Pakistanis first or 
Muslims first. Only few of them trusted the 
country’s politicians while in the majority’s 
opinion the politicians were corrupt. In 
short, the only constant was the political 
confusion among them. 

This mass confusion is aggravated by the 
continued Islamization in the country. In 
fact, if the Islamization was meant to create 
a unified nation on the basis of religion, it 
has certainly backfired in a sense that the 
country’s social fabric has been dented, 
and the society has been polarized on 
religious and sectarian grounds. With 
Muslim faith taking the center-stage in the 
affairs of the state, the minorities have not 
only been relegated to the background but 
also subjected to persecution. 

Ahmed Ali explaining 
the purpose of the 
workshop to the 
particepent.

The Pakistani passport has lost 
its prestige which means that it is 
a herculean task for an ordinary 
Pakistan citizen to get visas of other 
countries especially the West.
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For majority of the Muslim youth, religion 
was their first and foremost identity, and 
they tended to have a patronizing outlook 
towards their fellow Hindus, Christians, 
and others. Dr. Qibla Ayaz said Pakistan’s 
sociocultural landscape is too diverse for 
the nation to adopt a single religion as its 
national identity. Similarly, Muhammad 
Amir Rana said that in a nation state 
the national identity is based on shared 
citizenship rather than religious beliefs 
or dogmas. He argued that the Pakistani 
youth needed to drastically rethink their 
social and political identities in line with 
the values of democracy and basic human 
rights. Of course, faith is a crucial identity 
of a person, but brandishing it as the top or 
foremost identity is problematic in a socio-
culturally diverse place like Pakistan where 
a multitude of religions and faiths exist side 
by side, he said.    

A De-politicized Generation
General Zia-ul-Haq banned student unions 
as the military regime felt threatened 
by the formidable student politics of 
the 1980s. The ban that lasts to this day, 
led to a progressive de-politicization of 
the country’s youth with the effect that 
the contemporary Pakistani youth is 
apolitical to the point that they have little 
interest or confidence in the democratic 
dispensation or the overall political system. 
The prohibition of student unions has 
prevented genuine political leaderships 
from emerging from the grassroots political 
nurseries i.e. the educational institutions. 

During the workshops, it was unsettling 
to note that with rare exceptions the 
educated youth had virtually no interest 
in reading the constitution or learning 
about their rights and freedoms or duties 
and responsibilities as citizens. The great 
majority of the degree-level students had 

never seen the book of the constitution, 
let alone reading or understanding it. On 
the top of this, the chronic identity crisis 
has further complicated the plight of the 
Pakistani youth. 

Several factors may be responsible for 
the political apathy among the young 
generation. The banning of student unions 
and the restrictions on political expression 
at university campuses may be key 
contributing factors, but there is still more 
than meets the eye. In Pakistan’s political 
history, the politicians have consistently 
been demonized through education and 
mass media and dismissed as corrupt and 
incompetent. They are blamed for the 
country’s ills and routinely put behind 
bars on various charges. This exercise 
has created suspicion and disdain for the 
politicians in the minds of the public who 
have been mentally conditioned to equate 
politics with a dirty business. 

As a result, the public including the youth 
have lost any genuine interest in learning 
about the working of the state or engaging 
in the political affairs of their country. Their 
lack of interest in the political process is 
also manifested in their voting behavior. 
This shows they lack confidence in the 
political class, and have weak faith in the 
democratic system. Likewise, the youth’s 
interest and engagement in politics is 
cursory and mostly limited to everyday 
gossips about the politics. On the other 
hand, their willful ignorance about the basic 
Articles of the constitution is tantamount 

The pakistani political thinking 
is suffering from some 
fundamental confusions that 
are rooted in its political history
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to their systematic de-politicization.

 

Suspicion of Diversity
There is a deep suspicion and mistrust 
of diversity in Pakistan, and the youth 
are not immune to this problem. The 
young generation, trained in exclusionary 
ideologies, usually hold militaristic views 
of nationhood, and parrot the traditional 
narrative of Pakistan being the fortress of 
Muslim faith. They have little appetite for 
the fact that their country is home to diverse 
religions, faiths, and ethnic groups, etc. The 
responsibility for this state of affairs can be 
put on the shoulder of the state that has 
sought to whitewash the country’s diversity 
at the altar of nation building. 

What is even worse is that religious radicalism 
is growing in Pakistan which is further 
eroding whatever degree of acceptance for 
diversity there is. The minorities have been 
brushed off the mainstream discourse, and 
their services and sacrifices for the country 
forgotten. Very few among the youths at 
the workshops knew that the Christians, 
Hindus, Sikhs, and Ahmedis etc. had 
rendered services for Pakistan’s defense 
and development. This mass ignorance is 
mainly because any positive mention of 
the non-Muslim citizens has either been 
disallowed or simply removed from the 
textbooks which are taught to millions of 
students across the country. In addition, 

the Pakistani mass media have similarly 
overlooked the contributions of the non-
Muslim communities for the country. 

The antipathy for diversity also extends to 
ethnic groups of the political peripheries. 
Ethnic nationalism has been discouraged 
and treated with suspicion. In some cases, 
religious radicalism was promoted as a 
policy to counterbalance the influence of 
ethno-nationalist forces. In the process, 
however, the acceptance for diversity has 
progressively reduced due to the creeping 
extremism. On the other hand, ethno-
centric tendencies by ethnic groups like 
the Baloch are often dismissed as anti-
national and anti-state, strengthening 
the perception that ethnically-inspired 
political assertiveness is something to be 
frowned upon. Such policies have created 
exclusionary ideals in which diversity has 
no place.   

In this backdrop, the youth were urged to 
enrich their knowledge and deepen their 
understanding of the world around them 
by reading books on different subjects 
like human evolution, politics and political 
movements, and world history etc.  In 
today’s age where tons of information are 
just a few clicks away, the students must 
not solely rely on textbooks for knowledge, 
and diversify their sources of information. 
At the workshops, the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights was also discussed, 
and lessons were drawn from the World 
Wars about how racism, xenophobia, and 
extreme disdain for diversity led to mass 
atrocities never seen before or since in 
human history. 

The Absence of Critical 
Thinking
Majority of the Pakistani youth lack basic 
critical thinking and reasoning skills even 

The banning of student unions 
and the restrictions on political 
expression at university 
campuses may be key 
contributing factors, but there 
is still more than meets the eye
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at higher studies levels such as universities. 
Many lacked the ability to apply basic 
reasoning while processing a given 
information. There was a tendency amongst 
them to fall for pre-established narratives 
and overused and obsolete conspiracy 
theories. A number of them had formed 
their opinions about different things merely 
on hearsay, and had never attempted to 

verify the information underpinning their 
views, even though they had easy access to 
means of information and communication 
like the internet. 

Additionally, the media seemed to have 
strong influence in sharping the views and 
opinions of the youth mainly because the 
latter were poor at thinking skills and were 
prone to accepting whatever was fed to 
them without much questioning. During 
the workshops, it was noted that many 
educated young men believed in unverified 
and undated videos and other information 
circulating on social media. Apparently, 
they did not care much that the credibility 
and authenticity of a given information 
(especially those on the social media 
platforms) needed to be verified before it 
could be taken as a fact.  

A key reason behind this problem is 
the controlled academic environment 
at educational campuses and in the 
classrooms where teachers mostly act 
as authority figures and discourage 
questioning on critical issues. The system 

often rewards conformity and frowns upon 
deviations from the generally accepted 
and permitted narratives. Likewise, the 
educational process itself mostly leans on 
rote learning, and encourages parroting 
by the pupils. As a result, the system has 
produced generations of close-minded 
individuals, devoid of scientific thinking and 
reasoning skills. In this scenario, the pupils 

also lack the ability to structure 
their arguments logically, or put 
forth their viewpoints in a rational 
way.

Normally, critical thinking skills are 
developed and strengthened in 
environments where free exchange 
and expression of ideas are 
allowed and promoted. In Pakistan, 
free expression has traditionally 

been clamped down upon, and critical 
questioning has been disallowed on 
grounds of religious sensitivity, national 
security and interest etc. On the top of 
this, the ever growing list of taboo subjects 
also shrink the space for liberal exchange 
of ideas and thoughts. Therefore, the 
utter lack of basic reasoning skills amongst 
the educated youth is no surprise. The 
youth are the product of an education 
system that seeks to instill conformity and 
subservience rather than criticality and 
habits of questioning.   

Mujtaba Rator sharing 
his experiences 
working with religious 
communities in 
Pakistan
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Pre-workshops 
survey responses 
The Youth’s perspective on 
Interfaith Harmony
Of the 183 participants at five workshops 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 129 responded 
to the pre-workshop questionnaires given 
to them. The respondents were almost 
56% female and 44% male, and 81% of 
the total respondents belonged to the 
18-25 age bracket, while the rest were 
26-35 years old. This survey mainly sought 
to explore the Pakistani youth’s views 
on social cohesion, interfaith relations, 
gender, and basic rights. It also tried to 
dig into how the youth viewed their own 
role with regard to the afore-mentioned 
matters. The following statistics show the 
gender- and age-based distribution of the 
respondents in KP:

Figure1: Gender of respondents

Figure2: Age of respondents

Figure 3: Have you ever read about a religion or faith other 
than yours?

Figure 4: What is the main source of your knowledge about 
other religions or faiths?

Figure 5: Do you think people of all religions and faiths are 
equal citizens of Pakistan?
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Figure 6: Have you ever read/heard about any similarities 
among different religions?

Figure 7: Have you ever witnessed incidents of religious 
discrimination at university campus or in society?

Figure 8: What do you think is your primary identity?

Figure 9: Do you think textbooks and curricula teach 
respect for diversity?

Figure 10: Are you aware of your fundamental freedoms 
granted by the Constitution?

Figure 11: Do you think non-Muslims played any role in the 
creation, defence and development of Pakistan?

Figure 12: Do you think we need more women in leader-
ship roles in various fields?

Figure 13: Do you consider a transgender person as an 
equal citizen?
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Figure 14: Have you ever heard of the Paigham-e-Pakistan?

Figure 15: What do you think Paigham-e-Pakistan is?

Figure 16: What do you think is your purpose for attending 
this workshop?

Figure 17: Do you think attending training workshops is 
useful for your future career?

Figure 18: Have you decided about your future career 
path?

Figure 19: Have you attended career counselling before?

Analysis of the Pre-
workshop Survey Results
Youth’s Perspective on 
Interfaith Relations
A great majority of the youth (74%) 
reported that they had learned about 
religions and faiths other than their own, 
and their sources of knowledge about 
other faiths varied, ranging from books 
to religious scholars and television and 
newspapers/magazines etc. For majority 
of the respondents (38%), the main source 
of learning about other religions was the 
internet, while almost 21% cited books 
as the main source of their knowledge. 
Other sources included religious scholars 
(16.3%), newspapers/magazines (8.5%), 
and television (7.8%). 
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On a cursory look, it is encouraging to note 
that the youth read or learn about other 
religions and faiths too, but a breakup of 
the sources of their knowledge and the 
way they acquire information about other 
faiths suggest the situation may not be 
very hopeful. For most of those who said 
they had learned about other religions, 
the internet was the main conduit for 
information. While it is true the internet 
gives global access to countless sources of 
information and knowledge about different 
religions, in Pakistan the cyberspace is not 
only religionized to a considerable extent 
but is also overtly biased in favor of the 
majority faith. 

Online contents preaching virtues of Muslim 
faith abound in the Pakistani internet 
space including on social media platforms 
like the Facebook and Youtube etc., but 
contents about non-Muslim faiths are often 
unauthentic. In fact, there are significant 
amounts of locally-produced contents 
that are explicitly hostile to religions like 
Hinduism, Judaism, Ahmadis, etc. Often 
viewed by large number of people, such 
contents usually push conspiracy theories 
and false narratives about other faiths 
and oftentimes also use derogatory terms 
for religious communities like the Hindus, 
Ahmadis, Jews, and others. 

In addition, extremist groups and their 
supporters and sympathizers who 
usually hold belligerent and exclusionary 
worldviews also have considerable 
presence in the Pakistani cyberspace. 
These entities propagate their radical 
ideologies and narratives including against 
other faiths without much resistance from 
the authorities. And as mentioned earlier 
in this report, the state mostly clamp down 
on pornography and political dissent on 
the internet, and exercise restraint when it 
comes to the online presence or activities 
of radical elements. 

Since extremist religious contents 

proliferate and prevail in the country’s 
cyberspace including on the social media, 
it is highly probable that large numbers 
of young people are exposed to clannish 
ideologies rooted in religion. And given 
the general lack of research and critical 
thinking skills among the Pakistani youth, 
the possibility cannot be ruled out that the 
youth have reduced tendency to verify the 
credibility or authenticity of information on 
the internet. 

Following the internet, the second most 
cited source of knowledge about other 
religions were books. 21% of the workshop 
participants said books were their main 
source of knowledge about other faiths. 
However, in view of the steady decline in 
the culture of book reading in Pakistan, this 
does not necessarily mean the students 
consult independent and authentic works 
on other religions. To elaborate this point, 
it is relevant to note that a 2019 Gallup and 
Gilani survey, based on a representative 
sample from all regions of the country, 
found that three-fourth of the Pakistanis 
spent zero hours on book reading, while the 
remaining one-fourth spent only between 
1-4 hours a day reading anything including 
course books. Only 9% claimed they were 
avid readers.1   

The above survey finding is reinforced by 
other factors too. For instance, previously 
in 2015, the books imports by Pakistan 
declined by nearly 50%.2 Online reading 
and e-books might have been a reason 
behind that sharp decline in imports, but 
the culture of reading in Pakistan is also 
fading away altogether. In 2019, media 
reported the plight of bookselling and 
publishing industry in the country. Many 
leading Pakistani booksellers were reported 

1  http://gallup.com.
pk/wp/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/04/18.04.19-English-1.pdf 
2  https://www.dawn.com/
news/1218080/newspaper/column 
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as struggling to survive in a market where 
the culture of book reading was dying.3 

Therefore, in view of the atrophying quality 
of the overall education and vanishing 
reading habits among the students, it is 
likely that the youth get information and 
knowledge about other religions and faiths 
primarily from the textbooks rather than 
independent and more credible general 
books. And several studies including by 
PIPS have found that the educational 
curricula teach divisive religious ideologies 
that often portray religions like Hinduism 
etc. in a negative light. In fact, if anything, 
the school textbooks have been a major 
factor behind the continued radicalization 
of the society. To make matters worse, the 
educational system discourages intellectual 
inquiry and promotes blind following in 
pre-defined narratives that mainly aim 
at serving different political and security 
objectives of the state.

That critical thinking and reasoning 
are scarce among the Pakistan youth 
was evident from the overwhelmingly 
affirmative response to the question no. 7 
which asks whether textbooks and curricula 
teach respect for diversity. A staggering 
71% of the workshop participants believed 
the Pakistani textbooks promote respect 
for diversity, while only 19.7% disagreed 
and another 9% said they didn’t know if the 
textbooks taught respect for diversity. 

These stats are rather concerning in a sense 
that great majority of the university students 
gave a response that defies evidence, 
and indicates their poor understanding of 
the curricula they study. In fact, it shows 
majority of the surveyed youth were 
unaware that Pakistani textbooks are not 
known for teaching respect for diversity. On 
the contrary, as discussed previously, the 
curricula are loaded with narrow religious 
ideologies and conspiratorial narratives 

3  https://www.arabnews.pk/
node/1594941/pakistan 

that extol the majority’s religion on the one 
hand, and often disparage certain other 
faiths on the other. 

However, a major positive in the survey 
result were the students’ views on equality 
of citizenship for all. Almost 94% of the 
participants said people of all religions 
were equal citizens of Pakistan. Just 5.5% 
did not agree, and 1% had no opinion on 
this question. The overwhelming response 
(94%) suggests majority of the youth have a 
tendency to appreciate diversity. Likewise, 
74% of the students said they had read or 
heard about similarities among different 
religions. Learning about the similarities 
among religions can help students diversify 
their perspectives and expand their 
worldviews, and become less susceptible 
to radical and violent ideologies.

Another positive was that most of the 
participants (74.8%) agreed that non-
Muslims had played role in the creation, 
defense, and development of Pakistan 
(question no.9). A comparatively less 
significant number (12.2%) said the non-
Muslims did not play any role, and yet 
another 13% were unaware if the non-
Muslims had contributed to the creation 
and development of the country. Though 
the education system has effectively 
whitewashed the services of the Hindus, 
Sikhs, Ahmadis, etc. for the creation, 
defense, and development of Pakistan 
especially in the early formative decades, 
still the survey result indicates majority of 
the students were aware of the services 
and sacrifices rendered by the religious 
minorities. 

In addition to the above, 16.3% of the 
participants cited religious scholars as the 
main source of their knowledge about 
other religions. Another 8.5% said they 
learned about other faiths mainly through 
the newspapers and magazines etc. In 
Pakistan, the press is not the ideal source 
of information about religions other than 
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Islam. For instance, the dominant Urdu 
press with mass outreach routinely talk 
about Hindu machinations or Jewish 
conspiracies against Islam and Pakistan. 
Thus, as a source of knowledge, the press 
tends to give a skewed understanding of 
other religions. 

Television was also mentioned as the main 
source of knowledge about other faiths by 
7.8% of the participants. Needless to say 
that the Pakistani television space is not 
democratic as it gives airtime exclusively 
for the preaching of the majority faith. 
While many television channels dedicate 
significant space for the propagation of 
Islamic teachings, there is no dedicated 
channel for the preaching of Hinduism, 
Christianity, etc. So, those seeking 
knowledge about these religions on the 
Pakistani airwaves usually rely on Muslim 
religious scholars for information. 

Lastly, when asked if they had ever 
witnessed an incident of religious 
discrimination at university campus or in 
the society, majority of the respondents 
(56.8%) replied in negative. But, still the 
percentage of those who said yes was 
significant i.e. 40.8%. Only 1.6% said they 
were unaware if they had witnessed such 
an incident. The percentage of affirmative 
replies indicates high prevalence of faith-
based discrimination in Pakistan. The 
available evidence and general observation 
also lend credence to this figure. 

1. Identity, Rights, and Gender 
Perceptions 

It is exciting to note that the surveyed 
youth demonstrated a tendency to rise 
above considerations of faith and ethnicity 
etc. and identify themselves primarily as 
citizens of the state. When asked about 
their primary identity, 73.6% identified 
themselves first and foremost as citizens of 
Pakistan. This was followed by 11.2% who 

cited religion as their primary identity. An 
almost equal number (10.4%) preferred 
to mention ethnicity as their first identity. 
Others mentioned linguistic (2.4%) and 
provincial (0.8%) identities as primary. 

On the question of fundamental rights 
and freedoms, 53.6% said they knew only 
about few of the rights and freedoms given 
in the constitution, while 26.9% said they 
were fully aware of their constitutional 
rights and freedoms. And 16.8% said they 
were not aware of their rights. During the 
workshops, the students demonstrated to 
have little knowledge of the constitution. 
As noted at the special workshop sessions 
on the constitution and fundamental 
rights, great majority of the students lacked 
understanding of the basic concepts and 
key provisions in the constitution. Barring a 
few law students, almost all the university 
students had never seen the book of the 
constitution. 

However, the youth’s perspective on gender 
roles was amazingly inclusive. Almost 92% 
of the participants said the women should 
have more leadership roles in the country, 
and only a comparatively negligible 4% 
opposed enhanced public role for women. 
Another 4% were unsure. Similarly, a great 
majority (87%) of the students said the 
transgender persons were equal citizens. 
This figure is highly significant in the 
context of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where 
the transgender community has faced 
increased violence over the past years. 
This suggests the youth and the traditional 
society may have divergent views about 
transgender persons. 

The students were also asked about the 
Paigham-e-Pakistan (PeP). Majority of 
them (57.7%) had never heard of the PeP, 
while 37.4% reported to have heard of it. 
Overall, the participants had no clarity 
what the PeP was and what messages it 
propagated. The PeP is often celebrated as 
a significant document against the rising 
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tide of religious extremism in Pakistan. But, 
it effectiveness as a CE policy depends on its 
mass dissemination to the general public. 
Currently, knowledge about it is nearly 
absent in the public domain. A previous 
study by PIPS also found that even highly 
educated people did not know about the 
PeP.  

 Purpose of Attending 
Workshops
91.7% of the participants said their main 
purpose for attending the Youth for 
Interfaith Harmony workshops was to learn 
new things. Networking also factored in the 
responses as 6.6% said they mainly sought 
to meet new people at the workshops, and 
1.7% said they had no particular reason for 
attending the workshops. Similarly, 92.9% 
believed attending workshops was useful 
for their future careers, and 93% reported 
that they had decided about their future 
career paths. However, majority of the 
students (73%) had never attended any 
career counselling before. 
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Probing deeper into 
youth’s thinking
Youth on diverse issues 
affecting social peace and 
harmony
From among the 183 participants at five 
workshops in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 25 
active and bright students were selected 
for a further round of detailed inquiry into 
the thinking patterns and views of the 
youth. The selected students shared their 
views on a range of social and political 
issues that affect interfaith relations in 
Pakistan, or contribute to marginalization 
or persecution of Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, 
Ahmadis, etc. Views were elicited on the 
education system, career, citizenship, 
government, Pakistan’s sociocultural 
dynamics, and the political and legal 
systems etc. The responses provide a 
window into the minds of the youth, and 
give critical insights into how the Pakistani 
youth make sense of themselves and the 
world around them. 

Of the select 25 students, 15 were male 
and 10 female, and age-wise the majority 
(58%) belonged to the 16-25 age group, 
and the remaining were 26-35 years old. A 
detailed breakup of their responses against 
different questions are given below. This 
statistical data are followed by a qualitative 
analysis of the responses.   

Figure 20: Gender-wise distribution of respondents

Figure 21: Age wise distribution of respondents

Figure 22:I am hopeful about my future in Pakistan.

Figure 23: Merit is valued in our society.
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Figure 24: I have clarity about which profession to join 
once I complete my education.

Figure 25: One can make a respectable career through hard 
work even if one belongs to a poor family.

Figure 26: Our teachers are helpful in guiding students 
about career choices.

Figure 27:Education has given me the skills necessary for 
making a respectable career.

Figure 28: There are enough career opportunities for edu-
cated youth in Pakistan.

Figure 29: I have learned the skill to think critically about 
issues.

Figure 30: I have learned the skill to think critically about 
issues.

Figure 31: Our education system encourages students to 
be law-abiding citizens.
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Figure 32: Extracurricular activities are essential for overall 
education and training of students.

Figure 33: Education is a priority for the government.

Figure 34: Pakistan is a land of many religions and faiths.

Figure 35: People of all religions and faiths should be 
treated equally in our country.

Figure 36: Incidents of faith-based discrimination happen 
only rarely in our country.

Figure 37: The government takes appropriate action 
against incidents of faith-based discrimination or violence.

Figure 38: Every citizen, regardless of their faith, should 
have equal access to opportunities in Pakistan.

Figure 39: People of all faiths should be able to hold high 
public offices.
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Figure 40: Our local languages are as valuable as Urdu.

Figure 41: But, a woman’s primary role is to take care of 
her home and household chores.

Figure 42: Larkiyan parayee dhan hoti hai (Girls belong to 
not her father’s but her husband’s house.

Figure 43: Violence against women is a serious issue in our 
country.

Figure 44: In rape cases, often the victim women are also 
responsible in some way

Figure 45: Transgender persons should have equal rights as 
citizens of the state

Figure 46: Transgender persons should have access to 
education and job opportunities

Figure 47: Do you think Non-Muslims have contributed to 
the creation and development of Pakistan?
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Figure 48: Should we read about religions other than ours?

Figure 49: Do you think different religions have similarities?

Figure 50: Do you think our education system teaches 
respect for all religions?

Figure 51: The Constitution of Pakistan does not 
discriminate among citizens on the basis of faith.

Figure 52: In our country, faith-based persecution is What?

Figure 53: Have you ever heard of Paigham-e-Pakistan?

Figure 54: What do you think Paigham-e-Pakistan is?

Figure 55: Secularism opposes religion.
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Figure 56: Some religions are superior to other religions

Figure 57: Many of our social problems are caused because 
of people not following religion in true spirit?

Figure 58: Women naturally lack decision making power as 
compared to men.

Figure 59: Women’s rights movements work on foreign 
agenda

Figure 60: Western media often run malicious campaigns 
to damage Pakistan’s image.

Figure 61: In Pakistan, some particular ethnic groups have 
tendency for extremism.

Figure 62: People of backward provinces have limited 
understanding of national issues and politics.

Figure 63: PCriticizing the state or state institutions is 
against the national interest?
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Figure 64: India is the eternal enemy of Pakistan.

Figure 65: We need to spend more to strengthen our 
defense against India

Figure 66: Foreign conspiracies are the principal cause of 
religious extremism in Pakistan.

Figure 67: Our public resources are wasted mostly due to 
the corruption of leaders.

Figure 68: Have you ever read about your fundamental 
freedoms in the Constitution?

Figure 69: Have you ever read about your fundamental 
freedoms in the Constitution?

Figure 70: Which form of government do you think is most 
suitable for Pakistan?

Figure 71: Can the state disregard the Constitution in the 
national interest?
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Figure 72: Whose job is it to determine what Pakistan’s 
national interests are?

Figure 73: Have you ever read the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights?

Figure 74: Do you think Pakistan has international 
obligations as a member of the United Nations?

Figure 75: Please mention any single international 
obligation of Pakistan.

Figure 76: Do you think some citizens face difficulties in 
acquiring citizenship documents?

Figure 77: What is your most favorite program on 
television?

Figure 78: What is your most favorite news channel?

Figure 79: Please name your most favorite political analyst 
on television?
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Figure 80: How often do you read a newspaper?

Figure 81: Which social media platform do you use most of 
the time?

Figure 82: Have you ever come across religiously hateful 
material on social media?

Figure 83: How often do you see religious debates on social 
media?

Figure 84: Do you participate in religious debates on social 
media?

Analysis of the responses
“Youth and their hopes, 
fears, confusions, and 

anxieties”
Education and Job
Thinking patterns and perceptions among 
the youth reflect confusion and a feeble 
belief in the system. While hope was not 
very plentiful among them, concerns and 
anxieties about future inhabited their 
thinking. When asked if they were hopeful 
about their future, 44% of the interviewed 
participants replied in the affirmative, while 
an equal number said they were hopeful 
only to some extent, and the remaining 
12% said they were not. Almost an equal 
number (40%) of them believed there were 
lack of opportunities for growth in Pakistan 
and another 44% only partially agreed that 
there were opportunities. Their lack of 
confidence in the system was conspicuous 
in their views about merit. Only 16% said 
merit was valued, and 52% only partially 
agreed, while the rest (32%) believed merit 
was not upheld in the country. 

However, despite a general distrust of 
the system, the respondents were not 
devoid of self-confidence and believed 
that hard work paid off. Fifty six percent 
(56%) of them said they could improve 
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their socioeconomic status through 
hard work even if they belonged to poor 
families, and a majority (72%) reported 
to have clarity about their future career 
paths. However, career counselling does 
not seem to be a strong element at the 
educational institutions because majority 
of the students were unsatisfied with their 
teachers’ role in helping them with career 
choices. Only 28% said teachers were 
helpful in this regard. 

Similarly, while their fears about lack of 
job opportunities were high, majority of 
the respondents (64%) said education 
had equipped them with skills necessary 
for making a career. Survey findings, PIPS’ 
practical observations, and other evidences 
suggest the respondents may have had a 
slightly exaggerated view of their academic 
and intellectual abilities and skills, for 
instance, 72% of the students said they 
had developed critical thinking skills, which 
apparently did not sync with the available 
facts. 

On the question of free expression, 
36% said free exchange of ideas was 
discouraged in the classrooms, while 32% 
believed free expression was allowed only 
to some extent, and the remaining 28% 
said they were free to express their ideas 
at educational campuses. In addition, 
extracurricular activities were rated highly 
by the respondents as great majority of them 
(84%) believed extracurricular activities 
were important for their overall education 
and training. However, the students were 
ambivalent about the government’s 
performance with regard to education. 
Thirty seven percent (37%) said education 
was a priority for the government, and an 
equal number believed in the opposite. 

Fellow Citizens of other 
Faiths 

An analysis of the interviews indicates the 
youth had incoherent and often conflicting 
thoughts about faiths other than their own, 
and about interfaith and diversity in general. 
Majority of the interviewed students were 
aware that Pakistan is a religiously and 
culturally diverse country. While 91% of 
them acknowledged that Pakistan was a 
land of many religions and faiths, only 83% 
believed all religions deserved to be treated 
equally. And a small yet significant number 
(16%) of the respondents did not believe in 
equal treatment of all faiths.  

Likewise, further scrutiny of the responses 
shows that a significant number of 
youth demonstrated either lack of social 
empathy or adequate understanding of 
faith-based discrimination. For instance, 
while a majority 62% acknowledged that 
faith-based discrimination was a frequent 
occurrence, a significant number (37.5%) 
said such occurrences were rare in Pakistan. 
Here, lack of access to news or information 
can hardly be blamed for this perception 
because all respondents used social 
media and watched television. Another 
potential explanation may be that many 
young people have internalized faith-based 
discrimination as normal which is why they 
have reduced ability to see the problem 
which, by any standards, is rampant in 
Pakistan. 

The youth also did not have much faith 
in the government’s ability to check 
religious discrimination as only 29% 
said the government takes appropriate 
action to prevent instances of faith-based 
discrimination. However, great majority 
of the respondents were found to be 
accommodating of religious diversity as 95% 
said citizens belonging to all faiths should 
have equal access to opportunities, and a 
nearly equal number (90%) said people of 
all faiths should be able to hold high public 



39
Youth Perspective on Society, Religion, and Politics A Case Study of 

University Students in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

offices. Similarly, 95% of the respondents 
said the non-Muslims had contributions in 
the creation and development of Pakistan. 
Another 87% said one should read about 
other religions too, but a considerable 
number (39%) of respondents believed the 
education system did not teach respect for 
all religions. 

However, majority of the youth indicated 
a lack of understanding about the 
discriminations ingrained in the legal system 
that affect people of the minority faiths. At 
least 63% of the interviewed individuals 
were unaware of the constitutional 
provisions that discriminate among citizens 
on the basis of religious faith e.g. the articles 
or clauses that bar a non-Muslim from 
holding highest public offices, or the ones 
that prevent the Ahmadis from practicing 
their faith etc. 70% of the respondents said 
secularism is not opposed to religion. On 
the other hand, majority of the students 
reported to have heard about the Paigham-
e-Pakistan, but they lacked clarity on what 
the Paigham-e-Pakistan actually is. 

Youth, Traditions, and 
Gender Roles
Youth mostly held progressive views on 
gender roles, still traditions and norms held 
sway over their thinking patterns, and a 
number of them also subscribed to gender 
stereotyping. Their views about women’s 
role were encouraging, overall. Great 
majority of the students (87%) supported 
greater leadership roles for women, and 
only 22% believed women’s primary role 
was to take care of the home and household 
chores. However, 40% of the respondents 
held the traditional views that a woman 
belonged to her husband’s home, and not 
her father’s, and almost an equal number 
(39%) said that in cases of rape, the victim 
women were also responsible in some way. 

Shaming victims in cases of sexual abuse or 
rape is not uncommon in Pakistan. Women 
who become victim of sexual predators 
are often also blamed for the incident. 
For instance, in Sep 2020, after a woman 
was raped on a motorway near Lahore, 
a senior police officer questioned why 
the victim woman was out on the roads 
in the middle of the night.1 So, the victim 
shaming in rape cases is reflective of the 
general attitude of the society towards 
sexual crimes. When the respondents 
were asked about violence against women, 
majority (87%) of them rated it as a serious 
problem. The KP youth’s views about the 
transgender persons were particularly 
encouraging. Ninety one percent (91%) 
of them said transgender persons were 
equal citizens, and all of them agreed that 
transgender persons should have access 
to education and jobs. This augurs well for 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa which has witnessed 
increased violence against the transgender 
community in the last years. Likewise, 
when asked if women rights movements in 
Pakistan work on foreign agendas, majority 
of the respondents (87%) replied in the 
negative. 

Prejudices and 
Stereotyping
Ethnic prejudices and stereotyping of the 
people of peripheral regions were noted to 
be strong among the youth as 66% believed 
particular ethnic groups had tendency 
for extremism, and likewise 79% of the 
interview respondents believed people 
of the backward provinces had limited 
understanding of the national issues 
and politics. Of course, these formulaic 
conceptions contradict evidence and PIPS’ 
own observations. Quite in contrast to the 

1  https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-asia-56472645 
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stereotypical views held about people of 
underdeveloped regions, PIPS noted that 
youth from the deprived and dispossessed 
regions had greater clarity of thinking and 
better understanding of issues at hand. 
They also tended to be more engaging on 
critical issues.  

For instance, during the workshops the 
students from the merged districts (most 
backward region of the province) were 
more vocal and more critical in their 
understanding of different social and 
political issues than their counterparts 
from urban areas of KP like Peshawar etc. A 
similar observation was made in Balochistan 
where students from the insurgency-hit and 
backward southern parts of the province 
were sharper in their analysis and more 
understanding of national issues than the 
students in the capital city of Quetta. One 
possible explanation for this phenomenon 
is that people of the peripheries have lived 
through greater challenges and hardships 
which has compelled them to develop 
greater understanding of the issues that 
affect them. 

Generally, social biases and pre-conceived 
notions were found to be common among 
the youth. Prejudices were more glaringly 
reflected in everyday and informal language 
including in humor. A light non-academic 
session was part of each workshop where 
students were asked to share humorous 
incidents or jokes. The aim was to lighten 
any potential stress of the workshop and 
bring out the humorous side of the youth. 
Often, frank and informal conversations 
and humor reveal critical information 
about people. Therefore, during informal 
conversations, it was noted that many 
students harbored ethnic biases, and held 
pre-judged mental images for other ethnic 
groups. 

The Usual Narratives and 
the Basic Confusions   
Questions were also designed around 
the typical folktales in Pakistani politics, 
and the students’ views were sought on 
common narratives pushed around in the 
country. Interestingly, it was noted that the 
KP youth were not much receptive to some 
key narratives. For instance, 66.7% of the 
interviewed individuals said that criticizing 
state institutions was not against national 
interest, and an equal number said Pakistan 
did not need to spend more on defense to 
strengthen itself against India. And even 
a greater number (87%) said they did not 
agree that India was an eternal foe of 
Pakistan. They were also evenly divided 
on the question that whether foreign 
conspiracies were the main cause of 
religious extremism in Pakistan. And 74% 
believed public resources were wasted 
mainly due to the corruption by country’s 
leaders. 

Political confusion, however, was 
widespread among the respondents. 
For instance, a majority of them (66%) 
said democracy was the most suitable 
system for Pakistan, but when asked 
about dictatorship, 54% believed the past 
dictatorships were justified. And again, 
majority of the respondents (50%) said the 
constitution could never be violated in the 
name of national interest. In other words, 
the students held contradictory views 
e.g. while believing in the sanctity of the 
constitution, they also viewed dictatorships 
as legitimate, probably unaware of the 
contradictions in their views and opinions. In 
the same way, when asked whose job it was 
to determine ‘national interests’, majority 
of the students (62%) said ‘Parliament’. 
29% believed Shariah was most suitable as 
a political system for Pakistan. 
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It is interesting to note that the respondents 
lacked clarity of political thinking despite 
the fact that majority of them cited news 
bulletins and political talk shows as their 
most favorite programs on television. This 
may indicate the ineffectiveness of the 
talk shows in developing clarity of thinking 
about politics in the audience. It also raises 
questions about the quality and content of 
the rampant talk shows on the omnipresent 
screens. Geo, Dawn, and ARY figured as 
the top three favorite channels for the 
respondents. Similarly, all respondents had 
access to and used internet including social 
media regularly. Facebook was the most 
favorite social media platform followed by 
Twitter and Youtube etc. 

The students’ responses again reinforce 
earlier analysis that extremist religious 
contents abound on the Pakistani 
cyberspace. 91% of the respondents said 
they had come across religiously hateful 
material on social media, and all of them 
said they witness religious debates on the 
internet. Over half of the respondents 
(54%) said they participate in religious 
debates on the social media. In the pre-
workshop survey, when students asked to 
suggest a medium for the promotion of 
social and religious harmony, majority of 
them mentioned social media as the best 
platform for the purpose. This shows the 
influence of social media on the life of the 
contemporary youth. But, as mentioned 
earlier, the government has largely been 
unable to check online extremism and 
provide safe cyberspace to the youth.    



POST-WORKSHOP 
FEEDBACK

“Impact and effectiveness of 
workshops”

1. Analysis of the Feedback 
2. What the Students Think
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Post-workshops 
Feedback of Partic-
ipants

Impact and effectiveness of 
workshops

Post-workshop survey mainly asked ques-
tions about the effectiveness and impact of 
the workshops and future considerations 
to refine such measures aimed at promot-
ing interfaith harmony among youth. The 
survey also tried to explore to what extent 
the workshops had contributed to changing 
the views of participating students on the 
focused issues.

Out of total 183 participants, 137 provid-
ed their feedback on different aspects of 
the workshops. 59.1% of the respondents 
were female, while the remaining 40.9% 
were males, and 78.8% of the participants 
belonged to the age group 18-25 and the 
rest were between the age 26 and 35. The 
feedbacks are listed below: 

Figure 20: Gender-wise distribution of respondents. 

Figure 21: Age-wise distribution of respondents. 

Figure 22: Was this workshop useful in enhancing your 
understanding of issues at hand?

Figure 23: Do you agree with the recommendation and 
training given in the workshop about interfaith peace in 

society?

Figure 24:Were you provided with the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the interactive session during workshop?
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Figure 25: Will you be telling your fellow students and 
peers about this workshop?

Figure 26: Has this workshop helped you understand your 
rights as a citizen of Pakistan under the constitution?

Figure 27: Has this session broaden your understanding of 
human rights?

Analyses of the Post-
workshop Feedback
What the Students Think?
The post-workshop survey was mainly the 
participants’ feedback on various aspects 
of the workshops, and whether their 
attendance made any value addition to their 
knowledge and understanding of interfaith 
and other related matters. On almost all 
aspects of the workshops including the 
program design and topics selection as 
well as the environment, the participants’ 
responses were overwhelmingly positive. 

97.8% of the respondents said the workshops 
helped enhance their understanding of 
the diverse issues discussed, and 98.5% 
reported that they had learned new things 
by participating in the workshops. Majority 
of the youth (78.1%) fully agreed with 
the findings and recommendations about 
interfaith harmony and peace, and 18.2% 
partially agreed. Only 3.6% said they did 
not agree with the recommendations made 
at the workshops. 

The workshop sessions were designed 
to be interactive, premised on the idea 
that engaging the youth in discussions 
on critical questions and stirring them to 
speak up their minds were more important 
than simply lecturing them on a range of 
topics. The workshops were not to mimic 
typical classroom settings, and were, 
instead, meant to provide space for free 
expression. Apparently, this objective was 
achieved as is evident by the participants’ 
responses. 92.7% said they were provided 
with opportunity to participate in the 
discussions at the workshops, while 6.6% 
only partially agreed on this.

A great majority (86%) of the surveyed youth 
also reported that the workshops helped 
them understand their rights as citizens, 
and 87% said the learning broadened their 
understanding of human rights. Another 

Figure 28: Has this workshop changed your understanding 
of social harmony
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10.2% only partially agreed. It is relevant 
to mention that at dedicated interactive 
sessions the historical background and 
rationale of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights were discussed in detail. 
Likewise, the Paigham-e-Pakistan and the 
reasons behind its adoption were discussed 
with students. Most students (78.8%) 
agreed that the workshops changed their 
understanding of interfaith harmony, and 
98.5% said they would share their learning 
and experiences with their friends.       

In the feedback questionnaire, the 
participants were also asked to provide 
qualitative answers to a set of questions. 
The results indicate the workshops were 
received very well by the participants. As 
per the qualitative feedbacks, majority 
of the students had never attended an 
event of this nature before where they 
had a safe space to freely interact with 
other youths, and express their ideas and 
opinions. Additionally, this safe space 
granted them the ability to discuss religion, 
a sensitive topic, without fear of reprisal. 
The educational institutions have heavily 
controlled environments with regards to 
political or intellectual expression. Political 
expression is stifled and student unions are 
banned in the country. 

Likewise, questioning is usually discouraged 
in the classrooms which results in lack 
of self-confidence in students. The free 
environment of the workshops was 
liberating for the youth as they were 
able to express their ideas and feelings 
without being stifled or discouraged. 
Some respondents suggested the inclusion 
of interfaith harmony in the university 
curriculum.

Additionally, the respondents also stated 
that their understanding of interfaith 
harmony and what it takes to achieve 
it had been broadened. Some students 
already had an idea of what interfaith 
harmony was, still they acknowledged 

that the workshops further widened that 
understanding through the interactive 
discussions on constitution and rule 
of law, women’s rights, and Pakistan’s 
sociocultural diversity. A significant number 
of respondents said that in addition to 
increasing their general knowledge, they 
had developed a better understanding of 
the concept of citizenship. 

Taken together, the feedbacks suggest the 
workshops inculcated in the participating 
youth some level of appreciation for 
diversity and tolerance for other faiths 
and their followers. This may have been 
partly due to the students’ interactions 
with speakers from minority religious 
communities like Hindus and Christians 
etc. All respondents stated that as future 
architects of the state and society, the youth 
should learn about interfaith harmony and 
peaceful coexistence. 



RECOMMENDATIONS
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Recommendations 

	 The state must put an end to the prac-
tice of using education as a political 
tool for thought control, and cleanse 
the curricula of distorted historical ac-
counts, selective histories, and anti-mi-
nority contents, and allow students 
to expand their worldviews through a 
more liberal and objective learning. 

	 The newly enforced Single National 
Curriculum (SNC) is loaded with reli-
gious contents, and overtly partial to 
Muslim faith. The SNC is reportedly 
premised on the idea that more teach-
ing of religion would produce better cit-
izens, even though this policy created 
extremism in the past and there is no 
evidence to suggest the result would 
be any different this time over. There-
fore, this policy of more Islamization of 
public education and its potential social 
implications on the country should be 
investigated and the findings be made 
public for further corresponding action 
by civil society, rights organizations, 
and other stakeholders.   

	 The origin and brief histories of native 
religions like the Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and Sikhism etc. should be incorporat-
ed into the curricula so as to enable the 
students to learn about the ancient his-
tory of their region, and the different 
faiths that thrived in it for millennia. 
Religiously inclusive textbooks would 
help broaden the youth’s perspective 
and worldviews, and make them more 
accepting of diversity and inclusion.  

	 Pakistan’s sociocultural landscape is di-
verse, but most indigenous cultures in 
the faraway corners remain shrouded 

in mystery as knowledge about them 
is scarce in the public domain. This cul-
tural diversity must be promoted as na-
tional heritage through education and 
mass media in order to sensitize the Pa-
kistanis about the rich cultural mosaic 
of their country. 

	 Suspicion for the Hindus and Hinduism 
has informed the political discourse in 
Pakistan for long. This phenomenon 
also reflects in the educational curricu-
la. The government should remove the 
anti-Hindu literatures from the text-
books taught to millions in the country. 
Additionally, no harm would be done 
if the fact is acknowledged in the text-
books that Pakistan’s Hindus are an-
cient natives of this soil.

	Under the Zia regime, many distortions 
were introduced in the educational cur-
ricula that aimed to serve the regime’s 
policies and interests at the time. For 
instance, textbooks written during that 
era glorify wars and dictatorships and 
portray the politicians in a negative 
light. Those distortions may be one of 
the factors behind the corrupted im-
age of the politicians in Pakistan. Those 
flaws need to be rectified, and lessons 
of peace and tolerance and values of 
democracy need to be integrated into 
the textbooks. 

	 Teaching of constitution be introduced 
at high school levels, and the youth 
should be taught the key articles such 
as those explaining the core duties and 
responsibilities of the state, and also 
the ones relating to fundamental rights 
and freedoms on the citizens. Under-
standing of the constitution and its 
main articles would help broaden the 
pupils’ perspective on citizenship and 
make them more vigilant and more 
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respecting towards others’ rights and 
freedoms. 

	 The modern concepts of citizenship 
based on democratic values should be 
taught at educational institutions.  

	 The parliament must take lead and ini-
tiate a debate on national identity in 
order to alleviate the chronic identi-
ty crisis in the country, and bring in at 
least some degree of clarity on the sub-
ject. The faith-based nation building 
has not only failed but backfired. The 
resultant mess needs to be cleaned at 
some point, and the best place to start 
is the parliament. 

	 Through mass media and literature, the 
Pakistani youth should be sensitized 
about the global implications of do-
mestic extremism on the country, and 
how they affect their lives at the micro 
level. A broader understanding of the 
problem would help the youth become 
more vigilant against extremism. 

	 In the educational literature, the wom-
en are usually projected as guardians of 
the households in the form of mothers, 
daughters, and wives. This projection 
of the traditional roles has influenced 
the society’s attitude towards women. 
This gender-based discrimination must 
end, and women must be promoted as 
independent humans and equal citi-
zens with equal abilities. 

	 The UDHR and the key messages from 
the Paigham-e-Pakistan should be 
taught to the students. Lessons should 
explore the backgrounds of these in-
struments and the circumstances that 
necessitated their framing and adop-
tion. 

	 Critical thinking be included in the cur-
ricula. The students should be trained 
to develop critical thinking and reason-
ing skills from early on so that by the 
time they reach universities they are 
well versed in the application of these 
skills. 

	 Book reading should be promoted 
among the youth. Reading books would 
help expand the youth’s worldviews and 
dilute the appeal for extremism among 
them. Reading culture has weakened in 
Pakistan over the past years. To check 
this downward slide, the organizations 
working for the promotion of book 
reading in Pakistan need to step up 
their efforts. The government should 
also channel more funding to boost the 
activities and operations of entities like 
the National Book Foundation which 
promotes reading culture by subsidiz-
ing books and holding book festivals. 





ANNEXURES 
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Annexure
Annexture 1- Speakers 
Profile
Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud 

Dr. Muhammad Khalid Masud is a 
leading scholar and jurist who served 
as chairperson of the Council of Islamic 
Ideology from 2004 to 2010. Previously 
he worked as the Academic Director of 
the International Institute for the Study 
of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM) in 
Leiden, Netherlands. Until 1999, he was a 
professor at the Islamic Research Institute 
in Islamabad (Pakistan).

Dr. Qibla Ayaz

Dr. Qibla Ayaz is the current chairman of 
the Council of Islamic Ideology (CII). Dr. 
Ayaz has served as the vice chancellor 
of the University of Peshawar and also 
remained the dean of its Faculty of Islamic 
and Oriental Studies. Besides, he has also 
held the post Islamia College University 
Peshawar vice chancellor. Dr. Ayaz has 
made laudable efforts in bridging the gap 
between religious scholars and modern 
researchers during his last tenure as CII 
chairman. 

Muhammad Amir Rana

Muhammad Amir Rana is a security and 
political analyst and the director of Pak 
Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS). He has 
worked extensively on issues related to 
counter-terrorism, counter-extremism, and 
internal and regional security and politics. 
He had previously worked as a journalist 
with various Urdu and English daily dailies 
from 1996 until 2004. He has given lectures 
at several universities and security institutes 
in Pakistan and abroad. Amir has published 
widely in national and international 
journals, professional publications and 
magazines. He writes regularly for Dawn, 

Pakistan’s leading English newspaper. He is 
also the editor of Pakistan Annual Security 
Report, and quarterly Urdu magazine 
Tajziat.

Zafarullah Khan

Zafarullah Khan is a constitutionalist and 
parliamentary historian with a diverse 
professional background. He is executive 
director, Centre for Civic Education, Pakistan. 
Previously he served as the director 
of Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary 
Services. Khan possesses rich experience 
spread over three decades in the fields of 
journalism, parliamentary democracy, civic 
education, constitutionalism, and human 
rights.

Quatrina Hosain 

Quatrina Hosain is a veteran journalist with 
a career spanning over 30 years. She has 
served as Pakistan bureau chief for AFP, 
editor of daily The News, director Current 
Affairs at Express News and has hosted 
political talk shows on Express, AbbTakk 
and PTV. She has also been a columnist 
for several national and international 
publications.

Ahmed Ali

Ahmed Ali is project manager at Pak 
Institute for Peace Studies. He studied 
political science at the University of Karachi. 
His research interests include security and 
conflict as well as religious minorities in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Ahmed Ali has 
authored reports on issues of terrorism 
and extremism. Previously, he served in the 
Pakistan civil service.

Anmol Sheraz

Anmol Sheraz is a journalist with an 
MPhil in media studies. Currently, she is 
associated with Voice of KP and writing for 
the Hilal magazine. She is an active voice 
on women and minority rights and has 
extensively worked for them. Previously 
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she served as communication officer with 
an international organization. 

Sabookh Syed

Sabookh Syed is a broadcast journalist and 
media trainer, with a vast experience in 
journalism. He has worked for Geo Group 
for about 11 years in different capacities. 
He delivered training under the umbrella of 
Pakistan peace collective, Pakistan Institute 
of Peace Studies, and various universities 
on media ethics, reporting conflict, 
journalist security, and broadcasting. As a 
journalist, Sabookh has developed a huge 
network with Pakistan’s religious class. He 
has worked as a researcher/supervisor with 
the University of Virginia research institute 
in religion, politics, and conflict to evaluate 
the behavioral tendencies of religious 
groups in Pakistan. He also supervised 
Pakistan Saga, (a joint initiative of Pak 
Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) and the 
Federal Foreign Office, Germany) a video 
magazine that highlighted the diversity 
in Pakistan that often remains away from 
sight. 

Rifatullah Orakzai

Rifatullah Orakzai is a senior journalist 
based in Peshawar. He worked for the BBC 
for 13-years during which he extensively 
reported on the Taliban militancy in 
Pakistan’s former FATA region. Later, he 
joined the local media industry. Currently, 
he hosts a current affairs show on the Kay2 
television. His areas of expertise includes 
terrorism and extremism.

Haroon Sarab Diyal

Haroon Sarab Diyal is an outspoken activist 
for minority rights. He is the chairperson of 
the All Pakistan Hindu Rights Movement, 
an organization working for the rights of 
the Hindu community. He is also researches 
human rights issues in Pakistan.  

Dr. Rashid Ahmad

Dr. Rashid Ahmad is professor at Shaykh 
Zayed Islamic Centre (SZIC), University of 
Peshawar. He edited an Arabic language 
journal Al Idah (Sawt al Markaz) from 
1999 to 2005. Dr. Ahmad has extensively 
translated Arabic Islamic literature into 
Urdu for the Islamic Research Institute, 
Islamabad. He is member of the committee 
for articulation of new course for SZIC, and 
also serves on the board of study of the 
theology department of the Islamia Collage 
University, Peshawar. 

Dr. Khadim Hussain

Dr. Khadim Hussain is a writer and scholar, 
and a senior leader of the Awami National 
Party. He serves as ANP’s culture secretary 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He authored a 
book ‘The Militant Discourse’ and Re-
thinking Education’.

Shagufta Malik

Shagufta Malik is a politician and leader 
of ANP. She was elected to the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa assembly in 2018. As a woman 
politician in a comparatively conservative 
society, she promotes girls’ education and 
speaks for women’s emancipation. 

Azaz Syed

Azaz Syed is a print and electronic media 
journalist, media trainer, and author. His 
book ‘The Secrets of Pakistan’s War on Al-
Qaeda’ was declared bestseller in 2015. 
He writes about democracy, civil military 
relations, terrorism, intelligence, national 
security and corruption. Syed has also 
taught investigative reporting at Islamic 
International University and National 
University of Modern Languages (NUML) in 
the past.

Mujtaba Rathore

Mujtaba Rathore has twelve years of 
experience in research analysis and project 
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management, working with a number of 
non-government organizations in Pakistan. 
He has managed the projects in areas of 
conflict and peace studies, peacebuilding 
and reconciliation, rule of law, international 
law, governance, human rights, education, 
interfaith harmony, and media studies. 
Mr. Rathore studied peacebuilding 
and reconciliation at the University of 
Winchester, UK. He has also authored three 
books. 

Yasir Pirzada

Yasir Pirzada is a social critic whose 
Urdu columns in daily Jang attract huge 
readership in Pakistan and abroad. Pirzada 
is also a civil servant, but he is mostly 
known for his newspaper columns.

Gul Nokhaiz Akhtar

Gul Nokhaiz Akhtar is a renowned humorist 
who writes scripts for many comedy 
talk shows on televisions. He also writes 
columns in newspaper, and serves as 
creative head at KAGAZ QALAM. Akhtar 
has penned several books, and hundreds of 
scripts for plays and televisions shows. 

Aslam Awan

Aslam Awan is a journalist and historian 
of Dera Ismail Khan. Currently, he serves 
as the bureau chief of Dunya television in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In addition, he also 
writes columns.  

Zubair Torwali

Zubair Torwali is a researcher, writer, and 
advocate of the cultural and indigenous 
rights of the mountain communities. He 
serves as the executive director at Idara 
Baraye Taleem-o-Taraqi (IBT) (Institute for 
Education & Development) Bahrain, KP. His 
works include Muffled Voices: Longing for 
a Pluralist and Peaceful Pakistan. Torwali 
also speaks on matters of local languages, 
cultures, education and climate change in 
international conferences.

Dr. Fazal Ur Rahman

Dr. Fazal Ur Rehman is director Pakistan 
Institute of China Studies (PICS), University 
of Sargodha. He has worked for the Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) from 
1986-2013. Dr. Rahman, has contributed 
a number of research articles and book-
chapters on China, East Asia, and Asian 
multilateral organizations. Dr. Rahman is 
one of the founding members (Trustees) 
of - “Pakistan Council on China” (PCC), 
“Strategic Studies Institute Islamabad” 
(SSII), “Foundation for Fundamental 
Rights” (FFR), and “Peace Education and 
Development Foundation” (PEAD).

Dileep Doshi 

Dileep Doshi is a lawyer, human rights 
activist and advocate of religious minorities. 
Dileep is a successful professional in the field 
of humanitarian, community development, 
research and rural development work. He 
has profound capacity of coordination, 
supervision, program implementation, 
field management, social mobilization, 
qualitative and quantitative data 
collection with national and international 
organizations. 

Rabeeha Safdar 

Rabeeha Safdar is Research Officer at PICS, 
University of Sargodha.

Nadia Abbasi

Nadia Abbasi is Assistant Professor at 
Institute of Art and Design, University of 
Sargodha. 
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Annexture 3- Questionares 
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Annexture 4- Picture Gallery 

Director IBC news, Sabookh Syed is explaining how to use 
social media for accountability of public officeholders. 

Student sharing their learning experiences on social media.

Director PIPS Amir Rana speaking about common  sense 
and rule of law.

Students listninig to Dr khalid Masud during the workshop 
in abbotabad.

Chairman All Pakistan Hindu Rights Movement Haroon 
Sarab Diyal is about the youth perspectives on religion, 

religious minorities, culture and diversity.

Lawyer and minority rights activist Dileep Doshi explains 
how thinking patterns impacts life.
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Chairperson Council of Islamic Ideology Dr. Qibla Ayaz 
Dr. Qibla Ayaz listning to a comments from a students in 

Peshawar.

Researcher PIPS Anam Fatima moderating a session on role 
of women in nation building.

Culture researcher Zubair Torwali talking about indigenous 
cultures of mountainous region of Pakistan

A student reading universal declaration of human rights in 
a workshop at DI Khan.

Journalist Azaz Syed talking about media role in promoting 
interfaith harmony.

Journalist Quatrina Hosain is speaking about her life expe-
riences and hurdles as a women journalist in Pakistan. 


