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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Pak Institute for Peace Studies held its 12th quarterly consultation on “Afghan peace and recon-
ciliation: Pakistan’s interests and policy options” in Islamabad on March 15, 2024. The consultation 
focused on two main themes: “Pakistan’s Afghan policy puzzle: challenges and opportunities for the 
new government” and “The counterterrorism and counter-extremism challenges for the new federal 
and provincial governments.” Participants included lawmakers from national and provincial assem-
EOLHV��GLSORPDWV��UHWLUHG�PLOLWDU\�RIĆFLDOV��DFDGHPLFV�� MRXUQDOLVWV��SROLF\�DQDO\VWV��DQG�H[SHUWV�RQ�$I-
ghan affairs.

The distinguished speakers talked about the policy challenges confronting the new government. They 
were particularly skeptical about the new government’s ability to formulate the country’s Afghan pol-
LF\��DQG�ZHUH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�VXUJLQJ�WHUURULVP�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��,QGLDèV�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQćXHQFH�LQ�$IJKDQL-
stan, province-center worsening relations, and Pakistan’s deteriorating relations with the neighboring 
countries. 

,Q�WKH�ĆUVW�VHVVLRQ��WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�UHYROYHG�DURXQG�KRZ�WKH�QHZO\�IRUPHG�FRDOLWLRQ�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLOO�
address critical issues such as countering terrorism and improving relations with Afghanistan and 
other neighboring countries. The need for a solution to Balochistan problem was highlighted. Apart 
from that, various factors leading to worsening relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan were dis-
cussed, for instance the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) factor, deportation of Afghan refugees, bor-
der insecurity, and cross-border terrorism from Afghanistan. The participants also linked the success 
of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to peace in the region. 

3DNLVWDQèV�IDLOXUH�WR�H[WHQG�JRRGZLOO�LQWR�$IJKDQLVWDQ�ZDV�WHUPHG�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�SUREOHP��,W�ZDV�DUJXHG�
WKDW�3DNLVWDQèV�IRUFHIXO�H[SXOVLRQ�RI�$IJKDQ�UHIXJHHV�VLJQLĆFDQWO\�HURGHG�3DNLVWDQèV�JRRG�LPDJH�LQ�$I-
ghanistan. The participants urged the government to take political ownership of foreign and internal 
policies and strengthen the role of parliament in order to set things right both at home and abroad. 
However, they lamented the inability of the political government to assert itself, thereby allowing 
space to non-democratic forces to decide unilaterally on critical matters.

In the second session, the consultation focused on the counterterrorism policies in the center and 
provinces. The prevailing antagonistic relations between Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf’s (PTI) govern-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province and the coalition government in Islamabad were thought to 
prevent the formation of an effective counterterrorism policy. Speakers also highlighted how India is 
H[SORLWLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�E\�IXQQHOLQJ�IXQGV�WR�WKH�773�WKURXJK�$IJKDQLVWDQ��ZKLFK�KDV�OHG�WR�D�VLJQLĆ-
cant surge in the terrorist activities in Pakistan. Improving trade relations with Afghanistan also came 
XQGHU�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ��DQG�LW�ZDV�DGYLVHG�WR�UHGXFH�KXUGOHV�LQ�ELODWHUDO�WUDGH�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EHQHĆW�QRW�RQO\�
Afghanistan but Pakistan as well.  It was also highlighted that although there is peace in a political 
sense in Afghanistan, poverty and economic decay have increased during the Taliban government. 

In the last minutes of the discussion, it was underscored that the Afghan Taliban deliberately desig-
nate Pakistan as their enemy and capitalize on this rhetoric to divert the attention of Afghans away 
from the system they are implementing, which might lead to further destitution.    



98

AFGHAN PEACE AND RECONCILIATION: PAKISTAN’S INTERESTS AND POLICY OPTIONSAFGHAN PEACE AND RECONCILIATION: PAKISTAN’S INTERESTS AND POLICY OPTIONS



98

AFGHAN PEACE AND RECONCILIATION: PAKISTAN’S INTERESTS AND POLICY OPTIONSAFGHAN PEACE AND RECONCILIATION: PAKISTAN’S INTERESTS AND POLICY OPTIONS

Muhammad Amir Rana, director Pak Institute for Peace Studies (Moderator)

To initiate the discussion, I would like to invite Mr. Tahir Khan to share his insights re-
garding the challenges confronting the new government in formulating Afghan policy 
and dealing with the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) issue.

Tahir Khan, senior journalist and expert on Afghan affairs 

A few days ago, the Pakistani chargé d’affaires traveled to Kandahar, engaging in meet-
LQJV�ZLWK�NH\�ĆJXUHV�RI�WKH�7DOLEDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��LQFOXGLQJ�LWV�IRUHLJQ�DQG�WUDGH�PLQLVWHUV��
Following the visit of an Indian special envoy, there has been a notable uptick in visits 
from Pakistan to Afghanistan. Could it be that the Indian envoy’s visit sparked concerns 
in Pakistan? Recently, the Pakistani ambassador also met with Mullah Shirin. While Af-
ghan media outlets reported on this, it went unmentioned in Pakistani media. 

Amir Khan Muttaqi’s recent statement expressing the Taliban’s optimism about poten-
tial improvements in relations with the new Pakistani government grabbed my atten-
tion. Typically, Afghan diplomats exercise caution in public remarks, whereas Pakistani 
RIĆFLDOV�WHQG�WR�UHDFW�SULPDULO\�WR�VSHFLĆF�HYHQWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�,QGLDQ�HQYR\èV�UHFHQW�YLVLW�
mentioned earlier.

Afghanistan harbors numerous grievances against Pakistan. However, it’s Ishaq Dar’s 
IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�WKDW�ZLOO�SRVH�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLĆFDQW�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�3DNLVWDQèV�QHZ�JRYHUQ-
ment. When questioned about policy formation following the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saaf’s (PTI) government formation, Shah Mahmood Qureshi resolutely stated, “here.” 
However, I doubt the same can be said regarding policies for Afghanistan. The new gov-
ernment will inevitably confront this challenge. In December, Nawaz Sharif expressed a 
desire for fostering positive relations with both Afghanistan and India. The critical ques-
tion now is whether civilians will actively engage in these diplomatic endeavors.

Since the Taliban’s rise to power, I’ve made seven trips to Afghanistan, meeting key 
ĆJXUHV�OLNH�6LUDMXGGLQ�+DTTDQL��7KURXJK�WKHVH�YLVLWV��,èYH�FRPH�WR�YLHZ�WKH�7DOLEDQ�GLI-
ferently—they’re not Pakistan’s enemies but rather harbor concerns about Pakistan’s 
approach towards Afghanistan. Pakistan’s “loudspeaker policy,” as former ambassadors 
KDYH�ODEHOHG�LW��LV�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�SUREOHP��7KLV�SROLF\��FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�LPSUXGHQW�VWDWH-
ments, has strained the bilateral relations. Additionally, a lack of clear political owner-
ship exacerbates the situation. It’s unclear whether our political leaders are unable or 
unwilling to prioritize the Afghan issue.

2XU�IDLOXUH�WR�H[WHQG�JRRGZLOO�LQWR�$IJKDQLVWDQ�LV�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�LVVXH��'HVSLWH�RXU�GLIIHU-
ences, Afghans have consistently praised our efforts in caring for refugees. While it’s 
within our rights to deport individuals living illegally, it’s crucial to consider the context. 
In this case, these individuals had been residing illegally for 43 years.

Furthermore, the manner in which the caretaker government addressed these issues 
ZDV�QRWDEO\�KDUVK��$QZDDU�XO�+DT�.DNDUèV�VWDWHPHQW�H[HPSOLĆHV�WKLV��DV�KH�GHFODUHG��
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“I am starting by sending the refugees back because the Taliban government has said 
that TTP is Pakistan’s problem, and Pakistan has to solve it itself.” Even though he was a 
caretaker, he was regarded as prime minister in Afghanistan. This situation has eroded 
our goodwill.

Moreover, claiming that we [the civilian government] are on the same page [with the 
PLOLWDU\@�LV�D�PDMRU�IDEULFDWLRQ��WKH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QHYHU�WUXO\�RQ�WKH�VDPH�SDJH��
It often feels like there is only Rawalpindi or Aabpara page. On the other hand, India’s 
GLSORPDWLF�HIIRUWV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DUH�FRPPHQGDEOH�DQG�SRVH�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�
WKH�QHZ�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�3DNLVWDQ��:LWKRXW�FODULW\�RU�D�GHĆQHG�UROH�LQ�SROLF\PDNLQJ��QDY-
igating this terrain will undoubtedly be a formidable challenge.

Indeed, the TTP remains a persistent problem, one likely to persist. Establishing positive 
relations with Afghanistan would prove challenging if the TTP issue remains unresolved. 
The question of how to address the TTP issue looms large. Previous attempts at talks 
KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH��EXW�DV�,�PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU��6LUDMXGGLQ�+DTTDQL�H[SUHVVHG�GLVVDWLVIDF-
tion with our behavior during those negotiations.

However, those talks were fraught with risks. Their failure can largely be attributed to 
the divergent demands of the TTP and the Pakistani government, which proved insur-
mountable. But I doubt the Afghan Taliban will agree to mediate these talks again. If 
Pakistan genuinely wants to address its problems, it must step forward and take owner-
ship of the process.

Another issue is that we often send individuals to engage in talks with Afghanistan who 
PD\�QRW�EH�SHUFHLYHG�DV�UHOHYDQW�RU�LQćXHQWLDO�HQRXJK��,WèV�FUXFLDO�WR�VHQG�UHSUHVHQWD-
tives who are taken seriously and have the necessary authority to negotiate effectively.

I consistently hear from the Taliban in Afghanistan that Pakistan’s focus is primarily on 
security matters during discussions. They feel that other important topics such as trade, 
transit, and connectivity are often neglected. I agree with their perspective. While secu-
rity is undoubtedly crucial, focusing solely on this aspect limits the scope of our discus-
sions and weakens the potential for building stronger relationships. It’s imperative that 
we broaden the conversation to encompass a wider range of issues if we genuinely seek 
to foster better relations.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Mr. Tahir Khan. Now, I invite Dr. Qamar Cheema to discuss Pakistan’s Afghan 
SROLF\�DQG� LWV�REMHFWLYHV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��VKRXOG� LQVWLWXWLRQV�JUDQW�SROLWLFDO�RZQHUVKLS�WR�
the parliament?

Dr. Qamar Cheema, political and security analyst

For the past 50 years, Pakistan’s understanding of Afghanistan has been lacking, evident 
in our failure to anticipate the current state of affairs post-August 15, 2021. Despite our 
historical ties and interconnectedness, we overlooked the rise of the Taliban. Afghani-
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VWDQ�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LQWULFDWHO\�OLQNHG�WR�3DNLVWDQèV�JOREDO�LGHQWLW\��GXULQJ�WKH�&ROG�:DU�
HUD��LW�ZDV�RIWHQ�VDLG�WKDW�WR�UHDFK�$IJKDQLVWDQ��RQH�KDG�WR�SDVV�WKURXJK�3DNLVWDQ�ĆUVW��
Even after 9/11, this dynamic persisted. The failure to accurately assess potential dy-
namics of Afghanistan is a shared failure of our security institutions, parliament, and 
intelligence agencies. Despite widespread advocacy for the Taliban, including state-
ments from our Prime Minister urging assistance for Afghanistan, we found ourselves 
in a precarious position as the Afghan Taliban continued to harbor the TTP. Now, we 
must acknowledge this oversight and work towards resolution. It’s a collective failure 
on Pakistan’s part. 

We do not have out of the box solution. We want to maintain the status quo in our ap-
proach. In his book on the Taliban, Dr. Hassan Abbas highlighted General Qamar Javed 
%DMZDèV� SURJUHVVLYH� YLVLRQ� RI� VHHNLQJ� QRUPDOL]DWLRQ�ZLWK� ,QGLD� DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ�� 7KLV�
IRUZDUG�ORRNLQJ�DSSURDFK�SUHVHQWHG�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�RSSRUWXQLW\��+RZHYHU�� LWèV�HVVHQWLDO�
to examine why this vision didn’t translate into consistent action. Recently, India pro-
vided humanitarian aid to Afghanistan. Had this aid been routed through Pakistan, it 
could have demonstrated Pakistan’s willingness to facilitate such assistance, potentially 
paving the way for normalization and showcasing our commitment to regional stability. 
We have repeatedly advocated for a shift from a purely geostrategic approach to one 
grounded in geoeconomics. This shift could have facilitated direct communication with 
India, which we often attempt through intermediaries. Shahbaz Sharif’s recent remarks 
in the UAE about supporting the normalization of Pakistan-India relations underscore 
the importance of pursuing such avenues.

Either we are in a state of confusion, or our stakeholders are too deeply entrenched 
in political maneuvers, leaving us unable to effectively tackle foreign policy challenges. 
Consequently, the political class becomes consumed with self-preservation, neglecting 
strategic considerations. Allowing India to participate could have reshaped global per-
ceptions of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). While we’ve made strides in 
infrastructural development, facilitating India’s transit to Afghanistan through Pakistan 
would have elevated our efforts. Currently, India collaborates with Iran to safeguard its 
trade routes through the Strait of Hormuz and the Red Sea, revitalizing agreements and 
initiatives like the Chabahar Port. Pakistan has failed to assert its relevance in this con-
text. Despite our claims of transitioning from a geostrategic to geoeconomic stance, we 
remain trapped in a conspiratorial mindset, hindering progress. It’s imperative to break 
free from this restrictive perspective.

7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�GRHV�WKH�FXUUHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�ZLHOG�LQćXHQFH�LQ�SDUOLDPHQW��DQG�FDQ�WKH�
parliament truly take ownership of policies? Presently, doubts regarding credibility and 
WUXVW�SODJXH�WKH�FXUUHQW�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�ODQGVFDSH��5HFHQWO\��'RQDOG�/X�WHVWLĆHG�EHIRUH�
the American Congress regarding Pakistani elections, raising concerns. It’s crucial for 
the political class, especially nationalists, to step up and take responsibility for policies, 
with state backing. Moreover, the parliament must assert its authority. Endowed with 
the mandate and votes of the people, both the National Assembly and the Senate, along 
with foreign policy committees, should assert their roles. Robust discussions on foreign 
policy are necessary, and the opposition should apply pressure to prevent overreliance 
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on unelected institutions, safeguarding democratic trust from further erosion. 

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Dr. Qamar Cheema. When it comes to Pakistan-Afghanistan policy, three 
FDSLWDOV� FRPH� WR�RXU�PLQG��'HOKL��:DVKLQJWRQ�'�&��� DQG�%HLMLQJ��1RZ�� ,� LQYLWH�'U�� )D-
zl-ur-Rahman to enlighten us on China’s perspective towards Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
along with its expectations. We would also request him to elaborate on China’s evolving 
relations with Afghanistan.

Dr. Fazl-ur-Rahman, director of Pakistan Council on China, Islamabad

&KLQDèV�DSSURDFK�WR�$IJKDQLVWDQ�UHćHFWV�D�FRQVLVWHQW��JRDO�RULHQWHG�SROLF\��ZKLFK�LV�SUL-
marily centered on fostering stability in the region and addressing terrorism concerns. 
China also maintains economic interests in Afghanistan. However, amidst the escalating 
competition between China and the United States, China aims to prevent Afghanistan 
IURP�EHFRPLQJ�D�SDZQ�LQ�JHRSROLWLFDO�PDQHXYHUV��5HFHQW�VWDWHPHQWV�E\�$PHULFDQ�RIĆ-
cials regarding reclaiming the Bagram Air Base and elements within CENTCOM’s strat-
egy suggest potential challenges. China’s existing agreements with Afghanistan under-
score its concerns about instability in the region.

The Chinese have concerns over Pakistan’s Afghanistan policy. I visited China multiple 
WLPHV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�ĆYH�PRQWKV�DQG�PHW�WKH�&KLQHVH�DFDGHPLFV��7KH\�ZHUH�XSVHW�ZLWK�3D-
kistan’s forceful expulsion of the illegal Afghan refugees thinking that this move would 
create more bitterness between the two neighbors. Besides this, the Chinese are per-
turbed about Pakistan itself. They believe that Pakistan’s capacity to play a meaningful 
role in the region is not only diminishing but getting marginalized and its relevance is 
decreasing in the regional developments. 

China has increased its direct communication with Afghanistan. Pakistan used to be 
a fulcrum for Chinese policy towards the Muslim world and the rest of the world. We 
were a gateway for China, a position that we have already lost. In the area of connectiv-
ity, China has established connectivity with Iran, Afghanistan, and the Middle East. So, 
the relevance of Pakistan’s strategic location about which we have had many hopes that 
LW�ZRXOG�JLYH�XV�VWUDWHJLF�EHQHĆWV�LV�JUDGXDOO\�GZLQGOLQJ��,�GRQèW�VHH�LQ�WKH�IRUHVHHDEOH�
future China giving the current government a chunk of investment or any breakthrough 
in CPEC which it expects. 

There are several factors contributing to this situation. Pakistan’s policy, largely steered 
E\�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�%DMZD�RU�0XQLU�GRFWULQH��DGYRFDWHV�IRU�PDLQWDLQLQJ�DQ�HTXLGLVWDQW�RU�
balanced approach towards the United States and China. This stance is a main factor 
GULYHQ�E\�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�GHYLDWLQJ�IURP�LW�FRXOG�MHRSDUGL]H�3DNLVWDQèV�LQWHUHVWV�DPLGVW�
the escalating rivalry between the two global powers. I think the Chinese gave a very 
FOHDU�PHVVDJH�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�,QGLD�KDV�GHĆQHG�LWV�VWUDWHJLF�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�KDV�DOLJQHG�LWVHOI�
with the US and now it is Pakistan’s turn to align with China or the US. China wants clear 
cut positions of countries regarding the US in both regional and global contexts. In the 
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&ROG�ZDU�3DNLVWDQ�FRXOG�EHQHĆW�IURP�ERWK�VLGHV��1RZ��IDFLQJ�DQ�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�DQG�D�
GLPLQLVKLQJ�SROLWLFDO�FORXW��3DNLVWDQ�ĆQGV�LW�KDUG�WR�PDQDJH�D�EDODQFH�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQVKLS�
with the US and China. We must see this because our security interests are linked with 
our relations with the countries in the region. Furthermore, Pakistan should consider 
LWV�FKHFNHUHG�KLVWRU\�ZLWK�WKH�86��ZKHQHYHU�LWV�LQWHUHVWV�ZHUH�VHUYHG��LW�DEDQGRQHG�XV��
Conversely, when examining the historical relationship with China, there is a consistent 
goodwill and a sense of nurturing towards Pakistan.

We need to revisit our Afghan policy. As far as the new government is concerned, ev-
erybody knows that in our security policy and our relations with immediate neighbors, 
mainly India and Afghanistan, the say of military establishment prevails. Therefore, until 
and unless there is a meaningful dialogue between the civilian and military establish-
ment, things may not move forward. 

I don’t believe the issue lies in a lack of understanding of our Afghan policy. Rather, it’s 
the absence of a clear vision for the subsequent steps beyond the initial phases. Once 
ZH�WDNH�WKH�ĆUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�VWHSV�DQG�PDNH�VRPH�SURJUHVV��ZH�RIWHQ�ĆQG�RXUVHOYHV�DW�D�
ORVV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�QH[W�VWHSV��3DNLVWDQèV�SROLFLHV�QHHG�WR�EH�JXLGHG�E\�VSHFLĆF�VWUDWHJLF�
REMHFWLYHV��SURYLGLQJ�D�FOHDU�GLUHFWLRQ��:H�PXVW�GHYHORS�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SODQ��DQG�IRU-
tunately, the Chinese are willing to assist us. However, they expect responsible behavior 
from our end in return.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Dr. Fazl-ur-Rahman. Now, I’d like to invite Mr. Riffatullah Orakzai to shed 
light on the preferences of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government concerning Af-
ghanistan, the security situation in Pakistan, and the trade-related challenges, along 
with the government’s strategy to address these issues.

Riffatullah Orakzai, journalist, and security analyst from Peshawar

Given the formative stage of the KP government, it may be premature for me to provide 
detailed insights on these issues. However, it’s worth noting that the previous govern-
ments led by the PTI in the KP province also did not actively engage with Afghanistan on 
security or trade matters.

Following the end of the PTI government at the federal level, the party continued to 
hold power in KP province. However, despite the deteriorating security situation in the 
province, the provincial PTI government failed to take ownership of its responsibilities 
and instead shifted blame onto Shahbaz Sharif or federal government for various issues.

:KLOH�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�W\SLFDOO\�KDQGOHV�PDMRU�VHFXULW\�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�WDONV�ZLWK�
the militants and kinetic actions, the provincial government still bears responsibility for 
DGGUHVVLQJ�VHFXULW\�LVVXHV�ZLWKLQ�LWV�MXULVGLFWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�QHZO\�IRUPHG�37,�JRY-
ernment in KP indeed faces its own set of challenges, compounded by a strained rela-
tionship with the federal government. 
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Addressing issues related to resource allocation and compensation from the central 
government will be the top priority of the newly formed government in KP. While KP is 
ĆQDQFLDOO\�VXIIHULQJ��,�GRQèW�VHH�DQ\WKLQJ�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Mr. Riffatullah Orakzai. Now, I’d like to welcome Mr. Haroon Rashid to shed 
light on whether the PTI’s approach to negotiating with the TTP has evolved. With a pro-
YLQFLDO�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�SODFH��LV�WKHUH�D�VSHFLĆF�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�IDFWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�37,�WDVNHG�
with addressing the Afghanistan and TTP components of policy?

Haroon Rashid, Managing Editor of The Independent Urdu

Imran Khan used to devise the PTI strategy, and he is behind bars. So, it does not look 
like there is a direction which used to be before. For the last 6 months or so the party 
LV� IDFLQJ� LWV�RZQ�FKDOOHQJHV��37,èV�ZKROH�ĆJKW� LV�FXUUHQWO\�GLUHFWHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�VHFXUL-
ty establishment that is a prime target of the TTP also. As of now there is no clear in-
dication that PTI or the PDM 2.0 has devised a strategy on how to move forward. In 
these early stages, it’s essential to allow time for the new administration to establish 
itself. Notably, there has been a decrease in TTP-claimed attacks, though that does not 
mean the group has weakened or changed. Speculation arises regarding Maulana Fazl 
8U�5HKPDQèV�SUH�HOHFWLRQ�YLVLW�WR�$IJKDQLVWDQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�LQćXHQFLQJ�WKLV�VKLIW��5HSRUWV�
VXJJHVW�D�FHDVHĆUH�GXULQJ�HOHFWLRQV��\HW�QR�RIĆFLDO�FRQĆUPDWLRQ�KDV�HPHUJHG��&RQFHUQV�
also persist over the lack of focus on addressing security challenges both nationally and 
provincially, particularly in the hometown of the new KP Chief Minister, i.e. Dera Ismail 
Khan, where attacks persist. Speculation surrounds ongoing backchannel communica-
WLRQV�DQG�WDONV��ZLWK�WKH�$IJKDQ�7DOLEDQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�SOD\LQJ�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�UROH��3DNLVWDQèV�
appeals to the Afghan Taliban to pressure the TTP may have contributed to reduced vio-
lence. However, the TTP remains active and recently absorbed Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, poten-
tially bolstering its capabilities.

As Mohsin Naqvi has been made the interior minister in the center and in KP the cor-
responding position is held by the chief minister himself so I am not sure how things 
will go ahead. It seems that establishment’s hold on the security affairs will strengthen 
with the coming of Naqvi. He is the establishment’s representative so the establishment 
will manage its interests through him. And I don’t think the current parliament will be 
more effective than the past ones. The former ones were not allowed to talk about these 
things. They would give advice but were not allowed to exercise their authority. Security 
will not be the focus of the current government. Focus will be on the economy. At the 
moment the focus is on how to get IMF’s next tranche. 

On the Afghanistan front, there is a deadlock – a kind of paralysis. The Taliban’s refusal 
WR�DWWHQG�D�UHFHQW�81�VHVVLRQ�LQ�'RKD�UHćHFWV�WKHLU�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�VWUHQJWK� 
We all know that the Taliban are deeply religious and have continued public beatings and 
hangings. They don’t have any intention of bringing any change in their policy towards 
women. However, the common people are happy with the peace which they think has 
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come with the Taliban. Daily bombings and other acts of terror have ended. However, 
ĆJXUHV�DERXW�WKHLU�VRFLDO�OLIH�WHOO�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWRU\��$�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�DJR�6DYH�WKH�&KLOGUHQ�
said that 37% increase has been observed in child labor in Afghanistan. This is because 
the economic conditions are not improving. Afghan media seldom covers these issues. 
Despite claims of appreciation [of Afghani currency], there is a stark reality of limited 
purchasing power and high unemployment. In regions like Helmand, where poppy culti-
vation has ceased, alternatives for livelihoods have not been adequately provided.

The Americans assert that the Taliban have not made progress on any of the three or 
four criteria set for their recognition over the past two years. Without advancement 
on these criteria, it appears unlikely that the Taliban will receive recognition in the near 
future. However, this deadlock may provide an opportunity for groups like the TTP or Al 
Qaeda to exploit the situation, gaining both space and time.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

7KDQN�\RX��0U��+DURRQ�5DVKLG��1RZ��,�LQYLWH�0U��6KDK]DGD�=XOĆTDU�WR�WHOO�XV�DERXW�WKH�
security situation in Balochistan and whether a shift in security situation/policy will take 
place with the coming of new government. Also, what are the preferences of security 
establishment in Balochistan?

6KDK]DGD�=XOĆTDU��4XHWWD�EDVHG�VHQLRU�MRXUQDOLVW��H[�SUHVLGHQW�3)8- 

From the beginning, we have a confused policy about Balochistan: “we are going to talk” 
and “we are not going to talk” to individuals called disgruntled Baloch. In Balochistan, 
policy is largely dictated by the establishment’s approach. 

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch’s involvement in engaging with disgruntled Baloch individuals1 
is notable. However, it seems that there were obstacles in his path. It is recalled that he 
LQIRUPHG�*HQHUDO�%DMZD�DERXW�KLV�LQWHUDFWLRQV�ZLWK�GLVJUXQWOHG�%DORFK�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�
expressed frustration over the perceived inaction of stakeholders. The question being 
asked now by everyone is why nothing was done.

Additionally, there was a prevailing belief among some that Ashraf Ghani’s government 
in Afghanistan did not prioritize or value the pursuit of peace. “India is involved in Af-
ghanistan and things will improve in Pakistan once the Taliban seize control,” was often 
heard. 

Based on what I’ve heard and understood, the Baloch elements in Afghanistan were ap-
prehensive and fearful about the implications of the change in government following 
WKH�7DOLEDQèV�WDNHRYHU��+RZHYHU��WKH\�DUH�QRZ�VDWLVĆHG�VHHLQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EH-
tween Pakistan and the Taliban regime in Afghanistan is strained. They are exploiting 
this situation in the same manner as the TTP.

The newly elected government in Balochistan is peculiar because the chief minister, Sar-

1  The term is usually used for Baloch insurgents or separatists. 
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IDUD]�%XJWL��ZKR�ZDV�QRW� LQLWLDOO\�DIĆOLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH�3DNLVWDQ�3HRSOH�3DUW\� �333���KDV�
consistently advocated for the elimination of separatists. Previously, he emphasized 
that only the state should hold a monopoly on the use of violence. He cited Israel as an 
example. I was one of the panelists in that conference. I told him that no one should be 
allowed to use violence. However, after a while, he acknowledged that he had misrepre-
VHQWHG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�FODULĆHG�WKDW�KH�GLG�QRW�HQGRUVH�,VUDHO��

I don’t think he believes in state’s monopoly over violence himself as he always talks 
about reconciliation policies. From where he comes from, there the economy depends 
on this kind of violence.  Many people believed, at the time of the Mach incident, that 
KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�GLIĆFXOW�WLPH�EHFRPLQJ�&0�DJDLQ�VLQFH�WKH�QH[W�&0�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�EH�
someone who could broker a settlement with the separatists. For three days, the road 
from Quetta to Jacobabad was closed, and Quetta was isolated from the interior. It is 
worrying that militants can appear and disappear whenever they like. We can claim that 
they came from Afghanistan or Iran, but there is no border of Afghanistan, India, or Iran 
here [Mach and surrounding areas]. It takes 15 to 20 days to cross the border on foot 
from here, and 4 to 5 days on a bike.

Resolving the Mahrang Baloch issue or addressing the concerns of protestors against 
enforced disappearances in Turbat could have potentially improved the situation. Fol-
lowing their departure from Turbat, protestors marched through Quetta and on to 
Kohlu. Despite a demonstration in Barkhan, there is no sign of militancy emerging. The 
protests have impacted individuals, but the extent of government engagement with 
\RXWK�UHPDLQV�XQFOHDU��6DUIDUD]�%XJWLèV�VWDWHPHQW�DERXW�HQGLQJ�MRE�VDOHV�DFNQRZOHGJHV�
past practices, indicating a need for change. Lack of opportunities often drives young 
people towards drugs, militancy, and other risky behaviors, yet the government’s invest-
ment in youth engagement remains uncertain.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

7KDQN�\RX��0U��6KDK]DGD�=XOĆTDU��1RZ��,�LQYLWH�/W��*HQHUDO��5HWG��1DHHP�.KDOLG�/RGKL�
to comment on the PTI’s approach towards Afghanistan while serving as the opposition 
in parliament. Furthermore, what are the expected security and Afghan policies of the 
new government?

Lt. General (Retd) Naeem Khalid Lodhi, former Defence Secretary and Minister of De-
fence of Pakistan

The PDM 2.0 is the continuation of PDM 1.0, and the interim government. The way the 
transition took place, is an open secret. Some individuals from the PDM 1.0 were in the 
interim government and are now in the PDM 2.0. It is expected that the new govern-
ment will continue what has already been happening. The lingering question remains: 
ZLOO�WKH�FLYLOLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�KDYH�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�GHYRLG�RI� LQćXHQFHV�
from somewhere else? 

Everyone is advocating for Pakistan to establish positive relations with Afghanistan and 
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suggesting various methods to achieve this goal. However, why is it that we struggle to 
implement these suggestions? What kind of foreign policy is it when a country’s rela-
tions with all its neighboring nations are strained? Despite knowing what needs to be 
GRQH��ZH�VHHP�XQDEOH�WR�H[HFXWH�LW��2XU�SROLF\�LV�KHDYLO\�LQćXHQFHG�E\�H[WHUQDO�IDFWRUV��
hindering us from pursuing our broader and crucial interests.

$IJKDQLVWDQ�VLJQLĆFDQWO\�LPSDFWV�3DNLVWDQ�SROLWLFDOO\��HFRQRPLFDOO\��DQG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VH-
curity. Surprisingly, neither our prime minister nor foreign minister visited Afghanistan, 
nor did our army chief. We seem to await signals from the international community be-
fore recognizing the Taliban government. While China is a staunch ally of Pakistan, re-
cent developments have raised suspicions. China’s active involvement in development 
SURMHFWV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�LWV�UHOXFWDQFH�IRU�3DNLVWDQ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�7DOL-
ban government. Interestingly, even though Russia does not formally recognize the Tal-
iban government, President Vladimir Putin personally welcomed the Afghan ambassa-
dor. It seems China is fully engaging with Afghanistan as it would with any recognized 
state, but it is cautious about Pakistan’s potential increased involvement in Afghanistan 
å�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WUDGH�DQG�LQćXHQFH�

While keeping its own interests in mind Pakistan should decide what kind of relations 
to have with Iran and other countries. Diplomats say that it is not a zero-sum game, and 
one have to keep good relations with every country. However, this is not possible some-
times. The ideal situation is to have good relations with every country, but it needs to be 
VHHQ�ZLWK�ZKLFK�FRXQWU\�RQHèV�WKH�PDMRU�LQWHUHVW�DOLJQV��&KLQD�LV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DQG�5XV-
VLD�KDV�DOVR�LQćXHQFH�WKHUH��,Q�,UDQ�DV�ZHOO��&KLQD�DQG�5XVVLD�KDYH�LQćXHQFH�EXW�3DNLVWDQ�
LV�QRZKHUH��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�EDODQFH�RXW��:H�PXVW�UHćHFW�RQ�KLVWRU\�WR�
discern those who discard us after exploiting our assistance and those who stand by us, 
HVSHFLDOO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�RXU�JHRJUDSKLFDO�SUR[LPLW\��7KLV�LVQèW�D�GLIĆFXOW�WDVN�

There are numerous opportunities for constructive engagement, particularly with Af-
ghanistan. Yet, no high-level visit has been made to Afghanistan, crucial matters such as 
border markets remain undiscussed, and efforts to ease travel have yet to yield results. 
7KH�KXPDQH�UHSDWULDWLRQ�RI�UHIXJHHV�LV�DOVR�SHQGLQJ��LQGLFDWLQJ�D�SROLF\�LQćXHQFHG�E\�
external actors. The success of CPEC hinges on access to Central Asian countries, with 
Afghanistan and Iran posing as obstacles. Therefore, prioritizing the improvement of re-
lations with Afghanistan and Iran should be at the forefront of our foreign policy agenda.

I’ve emphasized repeatedly that we are in an era dominated by economics and geo-
economics, which are closely intertwined with geopolitics and geostrategy. Pakistan’s 
economic prosperity is contingent upon a conducive geopolitical environment. Without 
internal cohesion and positive external relations, our geoeconomic ambitions cannot 
materialize. Therefore, our policy framework needs a comprehensive revisit. We must 
prioritize rectifying our foreign policy before addressing economic concerns.

At the state-to-state level, questions regarding the nature of governance in a country or 
its treatment of certain demographics, such as women and children, are not necessarily 
responsible inquiries. Pakistan maintains friendly relations with countries that have had 
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restrictive policies towards women in the past or lack democracy. We have never raised 
such questions with them. Suddenly, with Afghanistan, we’ve begun scrutinizing these 
issues. It’s imperative for Pakistan to enhance its ties with Afghanistan to secure access 
to Central Asia and ensure the success of CPEC. If we can engage in dialogue with Af-
ghanistan through the assistance of China and other regional players, we should seize 
that opportunity.

Dialogue is essential in all circumstances. It’s not a matter of whether we should engage 
in talks, but rather what topics should be discussed. Whether it’s with the TTP or any 
RWKHU�SDUW\��WKH�IRFXV�VKRXOG�EH�RQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�DJHQGD�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�RI�VXFK�GLV-
cussions.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Lt. General (Retd) Naeem Khalid Lodhi. Now, I invite Mr. Ali Muhammad 
Khan to enlighten us on the PTI leadership’s decision regarding the policy towards Af-
ghanistan and the envisaged direction for the new government.

Ali Muhammad Khan, Member of National Assembly & former Federal Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Affairs

In a unique and pressing situation, it’s crucial not to turn a blind eye. Improving our rela-
tionships with neighbors hinges on getting our own house in order. Recent events, such 
DV�D�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�IDFLQJ�REVWDFOHV�GHVSLWH�VLJQLĆFDQW�VXSSRUW�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�HOHFWRUDO�
setbacks, undermine Pakistan’s credibility on the global stage. A lack of trust among cit-
izens and a failure to prioritize national unity hinder our democratic image. 

2XU�SHRSOH�YHKHPHQWO\�UHMHFW�ZDU��)RU�WKH�SDVW�IRXU�WR�ĆYH�GHFDGHV��.3�KDV�EHHQ�HQ-
JXOIHG�LQ�FRQćLFW��$�VLJQLĆFDQW�SRUWLRQ�RI�RXU�VRFLHW\�KDV�EHHQ�LQJUDLQHG�ZLWK�WKH�QRWLRQ�
that valor lies in defending Islam, wielding arms as adornments, and charging into battle 
on horseback. Despite these challenges, Pakistan’s unity is forged through the two-na-
tion theory, the national ideology, and the constitution. It’s crucial to dispel the miscon-
FHSWLRQ�WKDW�3DVKWXQV�VROHO\�HPERG\�YLROHQFH��WKH\�DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�VHQVLWLYH�LQGLYLGXDOV��
:KLOH�6LQGKLV�DQG�3XQMDELV�DUH�VFDUFH�LQ�.3�DQG�HOVHZKHUH��3DVKWXQV�DUH�SUHVHQW�DFURVV�
the country, establishing businesses and adapting to diverse environments. Pakistan can 
leverage this diversity as both a strength and a weakness. Indeed, Pashtuns represent an 
economic powerhouse that Pakistan can harness for its development.

$OODPD� ,TEDO� IRUHVDZ� WKH� VLJQLĆFDQFH�RI�&HQWUDO�$VLD�� KLJKOLJKWLQJ�$IJKDQLVWDQ� DV� LWV�
heart. The PTI government, upon assuming power, prioritized ending decades of suf-
IHULQJ�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KH�$IJKDQ�FRQćLFW�QRW�RQO\�DIIHFWHG�$IJKDQLVWDQ�EXW�DOVR�LQćLFW-
ed hardships on Pashtuns, as evinced by the proliferation of weapons and drugs in KP 
SRVW�$IJKDQ�ZDU��37,èV�HIIRUWV�LQFOXGHG�GLSORPDWLF�LQLWLDWLYHV��VXFK�DV�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�ĆQDQ-
cial contribution to Afghanistan in 2019. Despite past mistakes and resulting tensions, 
Pakistan’s support for Afghanistan’s peace remains steadfast. Ultimately, Afghanistan’s 
future should be determined by its people, and external interventions, like Russia’s, are 
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unwarranted.

,Q�UHFHQW�KLVWRU\��D�VLJQLĆFDQW�PLOHVWRQH�RFFXUUHG�ZKHQ�WKH�37,�JRYHUQPHQW��DIWHU�D�JDS�
RI����\HDUV�VLQFH�=XOĆTDU�$OL�%KXWWRèV�HUD��RUJDQL]HG�WZR�2,&�FRQIHUHQFHV�RQ�$IJKDQL-
stan during a crucial period of peace efforts. PTI’s approach to Afghanistan stems from 
the belief that Pakistan holds a responsibility within the Muslim Ummah to address its 
FKDOOHQJHV��'HVSLWH� FRQVWUDLQWV�� VXFK� DV� OLPLWHG� DFWLRQV� EH\RQG� D� MRLQW� UHVROXWLRQ� RQ�
Gaza, PTI remains committed to advocating for Muslim causes. Concerns persist over 
recurring Israeli aggression in Bait ul Maqdis during Ramadan, underscoring the chal-
lenges of addressing external issues amid domestic turmoil. Amidst ongoing Afghan 
peace talks, PTI made concerted efforts by convening conferences, signaling solidarity 
and support for peace in Afghanistan. This proactive stance resonated in Kabul, where 
Islamabad’s genuine empathy and diplomatic efforts were recognized, marking a depar-
ture from past indifference. Imran Khan’s directive underscores Pakistan’s commitment 
to respecting Afghanistan’s sovereignty while offering assistance in achieving peace 
through Afghan-led processes.

Is it a matter of doing Afghanistan a favor by fostering good relations with them? Not 
DW�DOO��FXOWLYDWLQJ�SRVLWLYH�WLHV�ZLWK�WKHP�LV�LQ�3DNLVWDQèV�EHVW�LQWHUHVW��$IJKDQLVWDQ�KDV�
demonstrated resilience against the onslaught of two superpowers. Given the unre-
solved issue of Kashmir, compounded by India’s presence in Afghanistan, prospects for 
improved relations with India seem bleak. Conversely, enhancing peace in Afghanistan 
through proactive initiatives could open up the Central Asian market for Pakistani busi-
nesses. The potential for regional stability hinges on fostering ties with Iran as well. Rec-
ognizing the Taliban government need not be a unilateral decision but rather a collective 
effort by Pakistan, akin to China’s pragmatic approach. It’s imperative to prioritize na-
tional interests, acknowledging that peace in Afghanistan and improved international 
relations are vital for Pakistan’s prosperity. Such considerations transcend changes in 
JRYHUQPHQW�OHDGHUVKLS��LQVWHDG��WKH\�XQGHUVFRUH�WKH�SHUVLVWLQJ�QHFHVVLW\�RI�IRVWHULQJ�
enduring relations with Afghanistan. The pivotal role of KP province and the Pashtun 
populace cannot be overstated, as Pakistan’s connections with Pashtuns on both sides 
of the border are integral. While the border may persist, bridging distances is imperative 
for regional harmony and Pakistan’s broader diplomatic goals.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan. Now, I invite Ms. Shaista Jadoon to share her in-
sights on how to resolve the TTP issue.

Ms.�6KDLVWD�-DGRRQ��0HPEHU�RI�1DWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\ 

Pakistan has been entrusted to us [PML-N] by the people through vote. We have con-
sistently upheld the democratic motto and its values with the utmost regard. Mian Mu-
KDPPDG�1DZD]�6KDULI�DQG�6KDKED]�6KDULI�KDYH�DOZD\V�WDNHQ�VLJQLĆFDQW�PHDVXUHV�WR�
DGGUHVV�FRQFHUQV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��'HVSLWH�IDFLQJ�HFRQRPLF�GLIĆFXOWLHV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�EH-
LQJ�VLJQLĆFDQWO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��ZH�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SURYLGH�
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shelter to our Afghan brothers. These days, there are numerous reasons why we are 
compelled to evacuate them. We are not making decisions independently, but the PPP 
is also involved. Our decisions are be based on the consensus and agreement among all 
the parties involved.

Afghanistan presents a pressing issue that demands our attention. We should engage 
in discussions with Afghan authorities regarding border security and TTP insurgency. 
As a physician, I have visited numerous refugee camps, and as part of an initiative, we 
have provided them with access to emergency rooms. In addition to this, we have pro-
vided them with other excellent opportunities. For women, having access to a hospital 
equipped with high-quality delivery facilities is essential. After providing them with sig-
QLĆFDQW�DVVLVWDQFH��ZH�DUH�QRZ�HYDFXDWLQJ�WKHP��ZKLFK�LV�FUXFLDO�EHFDXVH�VRPH�WHUURU-
ists have been using the refugee status from Afghanistan as a cover.

While securing Pakistan has always been our top priority, we consider the Afghans as 
our brothers and sisters. I am optimistic about the positive actions my government will 
WDNH�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��0RUHRYHU��$IJKDQLVWDQ�KDV�DOZD\V�JUHDWO\�EHQHĆWHG�IURP�RXU�JHQ-
erosity.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Ms. Shaista Jadoon. Now, I invite Dr. Shabana Fayyaz to share her perspec-
tive with us. 

Dr. Shabana Fayyaz, Chairperson DSS at Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad

We often externalize our security concerns, perhaps for various reasons. We frequently 
perceive Iran, Afghanistan, and India as potential threats. Moreover, we sometimes as-
sociate these threats with involvement from the US and Israel. However, there is a mix 
of truth and exaggeration in this perception.

When discussing Afghanistan, it’s vital to recall its past. Geography forms the corner-
stone for the development of both security and foreign policy. Here, we heard opinions 
from people from KP and Balochistan. It’s evident that there is a shared ethnicity, a com-
mon culture, and a common economic framework, which form the foundation of their 
identity and perspectives. However, security of the people is the most critical factor at 
stake.

The primary inquiries revolve around the role of the establishment in Pakistan’s Afghan-
istan policy, as well as the perspectives and roles of political parties. It is perplexing why 
SDUW\�RIĆFLDOV� FRQVLVWHQWO\� VHHN� UHFRJQLWLRQ� IRU� WKHLU�SDUW\èV�DFKLHYHPHQWV��(YHU\RQH�
should unite around common goals, such as combating radicalization, ensuring econom-
ic stability, and promoting peaceful coexistence.

I have also visited Afghanistan and maintain regular communication with the people 
WKHUH��$IJKDQV�DUH�LQFUHGLEO\�UHVLOLHQW�SHRSOH��GHVSLWH�FKDOOHQJHV��JLUOVè�HGXFDWLRQ�FRQ-
tinues through secret schools and self-education using pamphlets and radio services. 
Moreover, the Taliban are now allowing some extent of female students to study medi-
cine. 

Most of the time we attribute the shortcomings of our Afghanistan strategy to Pakistan. 
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Statements have been made, expressing regret for aiding the Taliban in Afghanistan and 
for repatriating refugees.

Regarding the notion that the TTP is solely an internal issue, I believe that all these is-
sues are interconnected. Nevertheless, it would be inaccurate to claim that Pakistan’s 
security apparatus or institutions are disconnected from reality. They often shape our 
perceptions, a tactic employed by establishments worldwide. We are concerned about 
forming our opinions because security agencies meticulously evaluate public sentiment. 
%XW�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKRVH�YLHZSRLQW�KROGV�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLĆFDQFH�LV�D�VHSDUDWH�PDWWHU�

It’s not entirely accurate to attribute the PTI’s inability to accomplish anything solely 
WR�*HQHUDO�%DMZD�RU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW��,W�LV�D�IDFW�WKDW�37,�ZDV�FORVH�ZLWK�WKH�HVWDEOLVK-
PHQW��7KH�FXUUHQW�UXOLQJ�SDUWLHV�DUH�OLNHZLVH�LQćXHQFHG�E\�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�

Our belief in the real world should steer us away from idealism. Both the establishment 
and political parties adhere to a set of policies. The bottom line is that civilians should be 
DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�SROLF\PDNLQJ�IRU�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ��RWKHUZLVH��QHLWKHU�FRXQWU\�
would have peace.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thank you, Dr. Shabana Fayyaz. Now, I invite Dr. Jehanzeb Jamaldini to explain for us 
why the parliament has not been able to take over foreign policy from the establishment. 

'U�� -HKDQ]HE�-DPDOGLQL�� IRUPHU�6HQDWRU��6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�RI�%DORFKLVWDQ�1DWLRQDO�
Party-Mengal

There are some complex situations and problems. In some of these problems, we have 
ourselves fallen due to our mistakes and omissions. Nobody is accepting the mistakes of 
WKH�SDVW�WR�PRYH�DKHDG�ZLWK�FODULW\��7KH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�SDUOLDPHQW�KROGV�VLJQLĆFDQW�
SROLF\PDNLQJ�SRZHU�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�LV�PLVJXLGHG��ZKLOH�LW�PD\�DSSHDU�VR�RYHUWO\��WUXH�SROL-
cymaking occurs elsewhere.

Enmity with India on the issue of Kashmir and water channels is understandable. Apart 
from this, a large population has emigrated from Pakistan to India and vice versa. There 
are Muslims in India, and India claims that it is the largest Muslim country. Although 
other countries have good relations with India, China also has reasonable relations with 
India. Despite maintaining diplomatic ties with numerous countries globally, Pakistan’s 
stance towards India remains entrenched in historical animosity, hindering progress in 
trade and international cooperation. Despite China’s counsel to prioritize trade over ri-
valry, Pakistan remains stagnant. Decades of conditioned rhetoric have impeded dip-
ORPDWLF�ćH[LELOLW\� DQG�ZDVWHG� YDOXDEOH� WLPH�� 6WUDLQHG� UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�$IJKDQLVWDQ� DQG�
lukewarm ties with Iran highlight the urgency of cultivating friendships. Failure to do so 
leaves Pakistan vulnerable to exploitation by adversaries, with India often scapegoated 
for domestic issues. Pakistan’s strained relations extend beyond India, encompassing 
the US, Europe, and neighboring states, indicative of a faltering foreign policy frame-
work. Parliamentary efforts to shape policy are routinely disregarded. Addressing the 
root cause of these shortcomings requires introspection. 
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While hope is placed in the new parliament, past experiences remind us of similar op-
timism that yielded little results. It’s imperative to openly acknowledge past mistakes 
and commit to avoiding their repetition. I have friends among military leaders, who rec-
ognize grave errors as “blunders,” underscore the need for a clear roadmap to progress. 
Pakistan’s historical involvement in Afghanistan, from supporting the Taliban to subse-
quent regime changes, illustrates the complexities and consequences of foreign policy 
decisions. Overcoming the challenges of a troubled past to chart a coherent foreign pol-
icy direction requires collaboration among political parties. Unfortunately, party politics 
often hinder consensus-building efforts. Furthermore, the creation and manipulation 
RI�SDUWLHV� IRU� VKRUW�WHUP�JDLQV�KDYH�HURGHG�SXEOLF� WUXVW�DQG�VWLćHG�GLVVHQW��%UHDNLQJ�
free from such constraints and political maneuvers is essential for progress. Enslaved by 
ULJLG�WKLQNLQJ��GHEDWHV�RYHU�WUDGH�ZLWK�,QGLD�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�SHUYDVLYH�LQćXHQFH�RI�LGHR-
logical considerations over pragmatic solutions. Reiterating Pakistan’s founding princi-
ples in the name of Islam serves little purpose if it hampers pragmatic decision-making. 
Embracing a forward-looking approach demands a break from the shackles of outdated 
ideologies and a willingness to pursue pragmatic solutions for the nation’s betterment.

Despite having a constitution, its implementation remains elusive, and our ability to cul-
tivate international relations is lacking. Afghanistan’s evolving status underscores the 
urgency of improving bilateral ties. Addressing the TTP necessitates acknowledging 
its nexus with the Afghan Taliban, dispelling illusions of differentiation. Internal policy 
matters should take precedence, signaling the need for focused attention on domestic 
affairs before advancing foreign policy agendas.

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province, is often a topic of discussion, yet its electoral 
process raises concerns. In the recent elections, it looks like seats were ‘tendered and 
sold’, highlighting systemic issues of corruption and exploitation. With Balochistan com-
SULVLQJ�����RI�3DNLVWDQèV� ODQGPDVV��WKH� çDXFWLRQLQJ�RI�VHDWVè� LV�D�GLUH�UHćHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
state of democracy. The high price tags attached to these seats, reminiscent of Abdul 
Wali Khan’s cynical remark about parliamentary seats being up for sale, underscore the 
urgent need for reform and accountability. Failing to address internal issues not only 
undermines democracy but also hampers the effectiveness of foreign policy efforts. As 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFUXWLQ\� LQWHQVLĆHV��D�UHDVRQHG�DQG�SURDFWLYH�DSSURDFK� LV� LPSHUDWLYH�WR�
counter negative perceptions and restore credibility.

Improving relations with Afghanistan is paramount. While Afghanistan faces challeng-
es as a landlocked nation, it seeks opportunities for business and trade, which Paki-
VWDQ�VKRXOG� IDFLOLWDWH� WKURXJK�UHDVRQDEOH�DQG�PXWXDOO\�EHQHĆFLDO� UHODWLRQV��+RZHYHU��
concerns arise as the Afghan Taliban’s ambitions extend to territories like Balochistan, 
UHćHFWLQJ�SRWHQWLDO�WKUHDWV�WR�3DNLVWDQèV�VRYHUHLJQW\��<HW��WKHUHèV�D�FRQFHUQLQJ�VLOHQFH�
DPRQJ�DFDGHPLFV�� MRXUQDOLVWV�� DQG�SROLF\PDNHUV�RQ� WKLV� LVVXH��8UJHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�DUH�
needed to prioritize foreign and internal policy coherence, along with economic devel-
opment. While importing economic expertise may offer solutions, previous capable indi-
viduals like Ishaq Dar and Miftah Ismail should not be discounted. The lack of open par-
liamentary discussions undermines effective policymaking, leading to lifeless foreign 
policies. It’s imperative to ensure thorough debates and deliberations on critical issues 
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like the Gwadar situation to address public concerns and safeguard national interests.

That’s why I say that the best way to solve issues of internal policy, foreign policy, and 
economy lies in letting the people think. They should have thorough discussions on these 
issues, only then can some way out be found.

We know that we are under pressure from the West. We are looking towards the East 
[China] because we are forced to do so. They [Chinese] could help us to some extent, but 
then we will come under their pressure. After getting under pressure, we accept what-
HYHU�LV�VDLG��,�VDLG�WKLV�RQ�WKH�6HQDWH�ćRRU�WKDW�&3(&�FRQQHFWV�&KLQD�WR�*ZDGDU��DQG�WKH\�
should consult some people from Balochistan who could give reasonable suggestions. 
Our army personnel are our brothers and friends. They have great authority and have 
presence in every department in some way. We need to ensure representation of com-
mon citizens in CPEC matters. Unfortunately, military personnel have been involved, 
leading to stagnation in CPEC progress. Our inability to assert ourselves in CPEC ne-
JRWLDWLRQV�DQG�VWDQG�ĆUP�DJDLQVW�WKH�86�XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�GLYHUVLĆFDWLRQ�LQ�RXU�
WUDGH�UHODWLRQV��5HVXPLQJ�WUDGH�ZLWK�,QGLD�RQ�UHDVRQDEOH�WHUPV�FRXOG�EHQHĆW�3DNLVWDQ��
given our current constraints. Strengthening ties with China is crucial, but our foreign 
policymakers must also assert our interests, whether through effective bargaining or by 
providing a robust response to Western pressures.

,�DSSHDO�WR�RXU�MRXUQDOLVWV��DFDGHPLFLDQV��VWDWHVPHQ�DQG�FRPPRQ�SHRSOH�WR�VD\�RSHQO\�
that parliament should be completely made sovereign by making it the forum of making 
all big decisions. Chief Justice of Pakistan, Qazi Faez Esa, made a commendable state-
ment expressing his faith in parliament, which deserves our respect. It’s imperative for 
SROLWLFLDQV��MRXUQDOLVWV��H[SHUWV��PLOLWDU\�SHUVRQQHO��DQG�DOO�FLWL]HQV�WR�VWHS�XS��EROGO\�GH-
fend our nation, and contribute to its progress. Our love for this country must translate 
into actions that safeguard its interests and propel it forward.

2QH�TXHVWLRQ��DV�6KDK]DGD�=XOĆTDU�QRWHG��LV��:K\�SHRSOH�RI�%DORFKLVWDQ�DUH�DQJU\"�,I�
we recall, were not all so-called dissident Baloch people in parliament in the past? Were 
they not part of the process when the Constitution of 1973 was made? Those demand-
ing independence now, were not senators or MPAs in the past? During a Senate session, 
I proposed the formation of a commission to investigate why once common parliamen-
tarians of Balochistan have now become independence-lovers. This suggestion should 
have been acknowledged, especially considering my brother and former Chief Minister 
Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch’s efforts to initiate reconciliation talks. It’s crucial to address this 
entrenched mentality of opposition and negativity. Only by overcoming this “no” atti-
tude can we engage in meaningful negotiations with dissident Baloch groups, ultimately 
leading to constructive dialogue and resolution.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

'U��6DOPD�0DOLN�� LWèV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWèV�VLJQLĆFDQW� LQćXHQFH�VWHPV�IURP�
the fact that many think tanks in Pakistan have predominantly aligned their policy rec-
RPPHQGDWLRQV�ZLWK�LWV�REMHFWLYHV��&RXOG�\RX�HODERUDWH�RQ�WKLV�SDUDGR[" 

Dr. Salma Malik, Associate Professor, Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad 
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7KLQN�WDQNV�ZHUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�VSHFLĆF�LQVWLWXWLRQ��
)RU� LQVWDQFH�� IRU�WKH�IRUHLJQ�RIĆFH��WKH� ,QVWLWXWH�RI�6WUDWHJLF�6WXGLHV� ,VODPDEDG��,66,���
and for the information ministry, Institute of Regional Studies (IRS).

Despite being managed by military personnel or under direct or indirect military con-
trol, these institutions exhibited superior performance. These days, they are much more 
YLVLEOH��EXW�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�IRUPXODWH�SROLFLHV�LV�GLPLQLVKHG��,�FDQ�FRQĆGHQWO\�VD\�WKLV�
because of my experience of working for an organization where I started my career. It 
was a fantastic workplace with a great environment.

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�HYHU\�LQVWLWXWH�WR�KDYH�D�FOHDU�SXUSRVH�DQG�EH�ćH[LEOH�HQRXJK�WR�FRQ-
tribute effectively to national policy. It is noteworthy that there are now privately held 
organizations outside the public sector that deliberate over critical security policy and 
RWKHU�LVVXHV��7ZHQW\�RU�WZHQW\�ĆYH�\HDUV�DJR��WKLV�ZDV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�

It’s also important to have independent think tanks in the country, where experts can 
address parliament and offer their view fearlessly. When Mohsin Dawar was in charge 
of our foreign policy committee, I observed that he had instituted a procedure involving 
engagement with representatives of the Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary Services 
to discuss various issues. 

We have all the necessary elements to transition to a think tank structure. The only rea-
VRQ�ZH�KHVLWDWH�WR�HPEUDFH�LW�LV�WKDW�ZH�GRXEW�LWV�HIĆFDF\�IRU�XV��2XU�3DUOLDPHQW�GRHV�
not make foreign policy. Instructions come from external sources. Public ownership will 
remain elusive as long as policies are made and implemented incorrectly.

When legislators are well-informed and aware of the critical issues, as well as the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of a policy, it leads to a policy-making process that is tru-
ly owned by the people. However, when security is the sole focus, then every aspect, 
including issues concerning women, refugees, internally displaced people, and more, is 
viewed through a security lens.

We often highlight that the Taliban are restricting women’s education, but there are also 
individuals in Pakistan who sympathize with such sentiments.

It is important to know that the primary puzzle in the realm of policy is linked to whether 
WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RU�UHOHYDQW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GLPLQLVK�WKHLU�LQćXHQFH�LI�QHF-
essary. This raises the question: to what extent are they prepared to do so, and what are 
the potential consequences?

If we are to take steps regarding Afghanistan, it’s important to identify problem areas 
ĆUVW��0RUHRYHU��SHRSOH�WR�SHRSOH�FRQQHFWLYLW\�EHWZHHQ�3DNLVWDQ�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ�VKRXOG�
be strengthened. It should be considered, as it’s essential for us to collaborate across 
various policy think tanks and research institutions to effectively address our common 
issues.

There is a notable media disconnect between Afghanistan and Pakistan, with both coun-
tries blocking each other’s channels. Meanwhile, all of India’s channels are being broad-
cast in Afghanistan. Regardless of whether the establishment is at fault or not, civilian 
leadership has its own shortcomings as well. Because of these shortcomings we have 
IDLOHG�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�HQWU\�SRLQWV�IRU�LPSURYLQJ�ELODWHUDO�UHODWLRQV�FRQĆGHQWO\�DQG�VLJ-
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QLĆFDQWO\��:H�KDYH�ORVW�JRRG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RI�LPSURYLQJ�RXU�UHODWLRQV�

Are the Indians genuinely interested in collaborating with us, or have they recently en-
WHUHG�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ"�$QRWKHU�WKLQJ�WR�FRQVLGHU�LV�ZKR�EHQHĆWV�IURP�LQVHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�
UHJLRQ��7KRVH�ZKR�EHQHĆWV�IURP�LQVHFXULW\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�WKULYH�DV�ORQJ�DV�WKH�FRQćLFW�
persists. They will prevent peace from getting established in the region. Investigating 
this and giving it more thought is really necessary. No matter which policy, I believe that 
if we do a little bit of homework on it through the media and in the form of opinion gen-
eration, we can better understand the consequences of our decision and how to handle 
them. After all, policies are frequently not wrong, but the way they are implemented. 
There are a lot many issues to be considered.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Thanks Dr Salma, there are many lessons for us in your talk, and we can make things 
EHWWHU�DQG�DW�OHDVW�UHĆQH�WKH�WKLQNLQJ�SURFHVV�DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDO�H[HUFLVH�WR�D�JUHDW�H[WHQW��
,�JLYH�ćRRU�WR�$IUDVLDE�.KDWWDN�

Afrasiab Khattak, political analyst and expert on Afghan affairs

We have always a considered opinion that there should be a critical analysis of Paki-
stan’s Afghan policy, which does not happen here. The government line is that we were 
standing on the right side yesterday, are on the right side today and will remain so in 
IXWXUH��$QG�WKHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�UHFWLĆFDWLRQ�

The instant challenge is that the Taliban have control over Afghanistan, but state failure 
continues. It means that no system could be established there, which has both internal 
and external legitimacy. It has implications for Pakistan though these are internal prob-
lems of Afghanistan and only Afghans have to make a system of governance in Afghan-
istan. 

3DNLVWDQ�KDV�EHHQ�ĆJKWLQJ�D�ZDU�IRU����\HDUV�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��%XW�3DNLVWDQ�LWVHOI�KDV�DQ�
ailing economy, the state is in a crisis, and its society is brutalized, extremist and a victim 
of overdose of religiosity. These are all our local problems, but their main source is our 
$IJKDQ�SROLF\��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��ZH�FDQQRW�UHPDLQ�LUUHOHYDQW�WR�LW��DQG�ZH�FDQQRW�ĆQG�D�
solution to the crisis of Pakistan internally without rectifying our Afghan policy.

Since the disintegration of the USSR, world powers like the US quit Afghanistan after 20 
years. There is a difference of opinion in the US on how they should have quit Afghani-
stan but there is no difference in quitting the country. Both Republicans and Democrats 
agree that they should have quit. 

The biggest problem of Pakistan is that we are not ready to speak the truth to our people. 
We say that we did not go there. All Taliban leaders have been living here. The Haqqani 
brothers had been living here as their father had landed in Pakistan in 1974. But they 
say no one is here. And if someone asks them about Taliban, they say which Taliban, we 
don’t know any Taliban. How will we make a course correction if we don’t not acknowl-
edge that Taliban had been living here? 

General Naeem Khalid Lodhi talked about the system of governance in Afghanistan, 
Taliban had been running a parallel government in the neighboring country while living 
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here in Pakistan.

Had Afghan Taliban’s supreme leader Hibatuallah Akhunzada not been living here in 
Kuchlak, Balochistan? All people know as it is an open secret. But if someone says, they 
say no and label it as a propaganda of India. We should come out of this denial mode. 

Frankly, we should start from the fact that we fought a war for 45 years and cannot af-
ford it anymore. Pakistan itself is a failing state. It is the sick man of South Asia keeping 
in view its poor economy. The only way out for Pakistan is to change its Afghan policy. 
It should say that the Taliban had been living here and went back to their country from 
here, but this was wrong and we should neither have done this nor it will happen in fu-
WXUH��7KHQ�ZH�FDQ�VWDUW�D�QHZ�MRXUQH\�

There is no doubt that the interest of the West overwhelms Pakistan’s policy. Pakistan’s 
policy has remained an extension of western policy – SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty Or-
ganization), CENTO (Central Treaty Organization)��$IJKDQ�ZDU��DQG�MLKDG�RU�ZKDWHYHU�
has been happening here. 

The Chinese are concerned about Pakistan’s stance amidst geopolitical tensions, par-
ticularly regarding the completion of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
Despite Pakistan’s announcements, CPEC faces delays due to Western opposition, in-
GLFDWLQJ�D�FRQćLFW�RI� LQWHUHVWV��3DNLVWDQ�PXVW�PDNH�GHFLVLYH�FKRLFHV��GHSHQGLQJ�XSRQ�
D� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�JRYHUQPHQW� WKDW�JHQXLQHO\� UHćHFWV�SXEOLF�DVSLUDWLRQV�DQG� LQWHUHVWV��
However, entrenched civil and military ties with the West often overshadow Pakistan’s 
independent policy pursuits, proving detrimental.

There’s a discernible Western agenda to disrupt peace in Central Asia and hinder Chi-
QDèV�%HOW�DQG�5RDG�,QLWLDWLYH��SRWHQWLDOO\�LQVWLJDWLQJ�FRQćLFWV��3DNLVWDQ�PXVW�SULRULWL]H�LWV�
interests without antagonizing the West, advocating for normal relations. Amidst do-
mestic turmoil, the government faces legitimacy issues stemming from electoral contro-
YHUVLHV��ODUJHO\�LQćXHQFHG�E\�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�ULJJLQJ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�SROLWLFDO�ULYDOULHV�

Pakistan’s relationship with Afghanistan, particularly with the Taliban, requires reca-
libration. While the Taliban are viewed favorably by Pakistan, addressing non-Taliban 
Afghans’ concerns is crucial to dispel perceptions of enmity. Many Afghans consider Pa-
NLVWDQ�FRPSOLFLW�LQ�WKHLU�RQJRLQJ�FRQćLFW��QHFHVVLWDWLQJ�D�QXDQFHG�GLSORPDWLF�DSSURDFK�
to foster understanding and peace.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Ambassador Durrani, what is the policy of Pakistan towards Afghanistan, what is the 
response of Afghan Taliban? What is the approach and commitment of Pakistan for 
non-Taliban Pashtuns? What is Pakistan doing for them? 

Asif Ali Khan Durrani, Pakistan’s Special Representative on Afghanistan 

:KHQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��LWèV�FUXFLDO�WR�UHćHFW�RQ�LWV�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W��$SDUW�IURP�
the relatively peaceful 40-year reign of Zahir Shah, Afghanistan has endured persistent 
FRQćLFW�IRU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��:LWKRXW�LQWHUQDO�XQLW\�DPRQJ�$IJKDQV��H[WHUQDO�LQWHUYHQ-
tions risk exacerbating rather than resolving the country’s challenges.
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7KH�ĆUVW�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�LV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�OHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�$IJKDQ�7DOLEDQ"�,�ZLOO�FDOO�EDQQHG�
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan and Afghan Taliban as ideological cousins, there is no differ-
ence between them and they are one. 

Here, we had an ideological fault line, in which the religious groups have had their own 
role. It is a separate thing whether they were allowed or imposed on the country. We all 
know where we stand and what has been the nature of polity and politics here, histori-
cally. 

Foreign policy often mirrors a nation’s domestic structure. Furthermore, if you do not 
have economic strength your foreign policy becomes weak and ineffective. Take Qa-
tar, for instance, which is a country of 250,000 people and the remaining 2.5 million 
DUH�WKHUH�WR�VHUYH�WKHP�DQG�LW�LV�IXQFWLRQLQJ�ZLWK�UHPDUNDEOH�HIĆFDF\��7KH�8QLWHG�$UDE�
Emirates (UAE) is a country of 0.8 million people and 8 million are there to serve it and 
it is functioning beyond its way. Their robust economies reinforce their foreign policy 
HQGHDYRUV��HQDEOLQJ�WKHP�WR�ZLHOG�LQćXHQFH�LQWR�$IULFDQ�FULVHV�OLNH�6XGDQ�DQG�6RPDOLD�

When discussing Afghanistan, it’s essential to recognize the unique symbiotic rela-
tionship between Pakistan and Afghanistan, unlike Afghanistan’s interactions with its 
other neighbors. Among Afghanistan’s six neighbors, only Pakistan shares this depth of 
commonality and symbiosis. This is evident in the daily movement of 30,000 to 35,000 
Afghans across the Pak-Afghan border, a facilitation not extended to Afghans by Iran, 
8]EHNLVWDQ��7XUNPHQLVWDQ��7DMLNLVWDQ��RU�&KLQD��

Regarding the deportation issue, the responsibility lies with our law enforcement agen-
cies to not allow individuals to enter the country without valid papers. Across the globe, 
ensuring compliance with immigration laws is a continuous 24/7 operation. For instance, 
in London, individuals without visas or staying on fake documents are promptly detained 
and deported. Pakistan should maintain a vigilant round-the-clock operation to address 
VXFK�LVVXHV��QHJDWLQJ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�D�VSHFLĆF�FDPSDLJQ�WDUJHWLQJ�$IJKDQ�GHSRUWDWLRQV�

Regarding transit trade, there’s a prevailing issue of laxity and corruption within our 
system, enabling smuggling to thrive. Suspending transit trade to Afghanistan due to 
suspicions of over-importation necessitates scrutiny of neighboring countries’ enforce-
ment measures, which effectively curb smuggling. Despite restrictions on certain ex-
ports from Afghanistan to Pakistan, these items still enter via Iran, rendering the policy 
LQHIIHFWLYH��$GGUHVVLQJ�WKHVH�SROLF\�ćDZV�LV�LPSHUDWLYH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�FKDQJHV�LQ�JRYHUQ-
ment. Afghanistan, historically a trading nation, faces limitations as a landlocked coun-
try. The shift from extensive trade routes pre-partition to the restricted Wagah Border 
access has fueled grievances. However, hindering trade not only impacts Afghanistan 
but also detrimentally affects Pakistan’s interests.

Pakistan’s trade with Afghanistan increased up to $ 450 million last year from $ 55 mil-
lion in 2020 and is growing further but if you put hurdles on transit trade, then it will 
stop. 

We should not have illusions that we have leverage over Afghanistan. I have been saying 
this at every forum and with all stakeholders that this will not happen if you think.

There is peace in Afghanistan, politically. Corruption is on the decrease under the Tal-
iban rule as compared to previous governments. The Taliban have effectively boosted 
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revenue and curtailed poppy cultivation, earning international recognition, including 
from the UNODC. However, their actions regarding human rights, such as the ban on 
JLUOVè�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�HPSOR\PHQW��UDLVH�VLJQLĆFDQW�FRQFHUQV��:KLOH�WKHVH�GH-
cisions may align with Afghan traditions to some extent, they contradict Islamic princi-
ples when viewed from a broader perspective. 

This is precisely why the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has unequivocally 
condemned the ban on women’s education and employment rights, demanding its imme-
diate lifting. From my interactions, it appears that 90 percent of the Taliban leadership 
opposes this edict, citing a sense of helplessness in effecting change. However, there’s 
D�SRWHQWLDO�VROXWLRQ�WKURXJK�LQYRNLQJ�LMPDD��FRQVHQVXV�RI�WKH�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�,V-
ODPLF� ODZ���3HRSOH�FRXOG�DSSURDFK�0XOODK�+LEDWXDOODK�WR�FRQYHQH�DQ�LMPDD�DQG�JDXJH�
SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ��JLYHQ�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\èV�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�HGLFW��:KLOH�WKHUHèV�
a possibility, uncertainty looms over whether this will materialize.

The Taliban’s governance model remains ambiguous. When questioned about their in-
WHQGHG�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��WKH\�RIWHQ�FLWH�WKH�4XUDQ�ZLWKRXW�RIIHULQJ�VSHFLĆFV�RQ�LPSOHPHQ-
tation. Crucially, they must outline their plans for key institutions such as the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and articulate their approach to domestic policy and safeguarding 
people’s rights. Their economic policies operate under outdated systems, compound-
ed by a lack of clarity and the presence of only a few technocrats, leading to persistent 
challenges.

7KH\�DUH�IDFLQJ�D�ĆQDQFLDO�ORVV�EHFDXVH�WKH�86�KDV�IUR]HQ�WKHLU�DFFRXQWV�ZRUWK�������ELO-
lion, out of which $ 7 billion are with Americans, and the remaining amount is with other 
countries. At the same time, Afghan banks cannot do normal business and resultantly, 
the poverty graph in Afghanistan is at 97 percent while over 50 percent people are living 
below poverty – a situation that should be a cause of concern for Pakistan. If the situa-
WLRQ�GHWHULRUDWHV�WKHUH��3DNLVWDQ�LV�WKH�ĆUVW�IDYRULWH�GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU�$IJKDQV�WR�PLJUDWH��
Islamabad should have emergency and contingency plans to deal with this. Secondly, the 
UN is dealing with its humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan through cash because the 
banking system is not working there. This shows the double-faced policy of the interna-
tional community, especially Americans and Europeans. 

On one side, they talk about FATF (Financial Action Task Force) asking for the implemen-
WDWLRQ�RI�DQWL�PRQH\�ODXQGHULQJ�ODZV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�JLYLQJ�DZD\�
cash to Afghanistan. No one knows how long this method will work. Their argument is 
that Afghanistan doesn’t have capacity, but my view is their banks are working, they 
have training, and they are dealing with the rest of the world. These are only excuses.

At the regional level, Afghanistan’s immediate neighbors, along with Russia, have pro-
vided crucial support to Afghanistan through bilateral trade, primarily facilitated by 
currency swaps and barter systems. This sustenance operates at a tangible, substantive 
OHYHO��'HVSLWH�HFRQRPLF�FKDOOHQJHV��SHRSOH� LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ�DUH�QRW�ćHHLQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
in large numbers, indicating a degree of stability. Much credit is owed to Russia and its 
neighboring countries for this support and stability.

Pakistan had given a transit route to India to export 50,000 tons of wheat to Afghani-
stan. It exported some of its quantity and then stopped the trade as it wanted to pro-
mote Chabahar Port. In the context of India and Afghanistan, it suits India to open a 
second front for Pakistan through Afghanistan and it has done so. The proscribed TTP is 
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getting money through Afghan proxies right now.

Approximately, TTP had 5,000 to 6,000 cadres taking shelter in Afghanistan. If we in-
clude their families, then the number goes up to 70,000. The Afghan Taliban cannot af-
ford the per-day expenditure of 70,000 people, which means that someone else is pay-
ing for their upkeep. 

Even the TTP does not know that this funding is coming from India. There are Afghan 
proxies which were already there, and the handling is done through Gulf States. India is 
subsidizing trade and the Indian government is paying ¾ the airfare of cargo on import 
of dry fruit and export of medicines for Afghanistan. India has always had a soft power 
in Afghanistan, and it wants to maintain this image in the context of a war-torn coun-
try. But once they have established their foothold, then they use the soil of Afghanistan 
against Pakistan. Naturally when you have an adversarial relationship, you will do this in 
a very cheap way as India is spending 35 billion India rupee to keep Pakistan busy. 

In the context of TTP, Pakistan’s peace talks with the banned group failed because they 
were neither ready to surrender nor do they owe allegiance to the Constitution of Pa-
kistan.

The third primary reason for the deadlock in talks was that they were not ready to face 
the law for the heinous crimes they committed, including the attack on the Army Public 
School (APS) in Peshawar in which around 150 children were massacred. Who will for-
give them? Whether the state of Pakistan has the authority to give them an amnesty? 

I had raised this question with the Taliban during talks and asked them that you don’t 
allow anyone to carry arms in your country but how and why TTP cadres are carrying 
arms. What immediately they have to do is make them surrender and disarm the group 
and detain its leadership if they mean some business. If not, then TTP is the red line for 
Pakistan.

But all is not bad. We are still Afghanistan’s largest trading partner. One document re-
gime for travelling is successfully functioning at Pak-Afghan border in Torkham for the 
last eight years. There is a problem at Chaman crossing but there is a need to give some 
more time and relaxation to the people. Ultimately it will be implemented. 

Traditionally and historically, we cannot ban entry and exit on the Afghan border. But if 
you want to enforce one document regime in the form of a passport, then you will have 
to introduce a visa on arrival facility as an alternative. The discussion on this option is 
under way and it is still premature how you are progressing on this.

In education, Pakistan has offered 4,500 scholarships, including 1500 exclusively for girls, 
in the third phase. Pakistan is running three hospitals in Afghanistan and Torkham-Jalal-
abad road is in the last leg of its completion, only 20 percent work is pending. Paki-
stan-sponsored all three hospitals – one is Jinnah Hospital in Kabul, other is in Logar 
Province and third one is a kidney center in Jalalabad – are functional. The engineer-
ing faculty of a university in Mazar-i-Sharif, developed by Pakistan, is up and running. 
Pakistan also developed the arts faculty of Kabul University. We constructed schools 
for them. Pakistan-funded 14 mobile medical units were even functional during 2006-7 
when I was deputy head of mission in Afghanistan. The overall package of Pakistan for 
Afghanistan since 2004 onward is approximately $ 1 billion and we are still doing that.
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All is not bad. Sometimes the media creates hype that relations between two countries 
are very bad. We are in touch on a daily basis, but issues remain. On one issue, for exam-
ple, what will you say to the Afghan government when TTP are taking shelter, they are 
roaming around there with their weapons. These are the challenges. 

The regional approach is that China for all practical purposes has not recognized Af-
ghanistan formally, but they have started a working relationship with it. This is like a 
couple is living with consent without marriage. 

5XVVLDbKDV�QRW�GRQH�WKLV��EXW�WKH\�DUH�SOHDGLQJ�WKHLU�FDVH�DW�'RKD�� ,UDQ�KDV�SUREOHPV�
with Afghanistan especially on the water issue on the Helmand River, but it is siding with 
its neighbor. Pakistan is part of a coalition aligned with the Moscow format, which in-
cludes Russia, China, India, and Afghanistan’s other immediate neighbors. The United 
States was previously involved but withdrew in 2022.

At international level, Afghanistan is on the least priority of the US and West because of 
the Ukraine and Israel wars. 

Regarding inclusivity and non-Afghan stakeholders, it’s crucial to recall the Doha Agree-
ment signed by the Americans with the Taliban. One provision entailed dialogue with 
other parties, including Ashraf Ghani and all relevant stakeholders. However, the Tal-
iban took seven months to form a delegation due to internal differences, resulting in 
a delegation of 21 members, including three Taliban representatives. Their lack of co-
hesion persists, with disparate groups now holding discussions in Ankara, Vienna, and 
Washington. Without a genuine desire for resolution from all parties, external actors 
will continue to exploit the situation to their advantage. For now, a comforting factor is 
that Afghanistan’s immediate neighbors are refraining from playing favorites within the 
country. Iran is preoccupied with Middle Eastern politics and has maintained a neutral 
VWDQFH��QRW�RYHUWO\�VXSSRUWLQJ�+D]DUD�DQG�6KLD�IDFWLRQV��7DMLNLVWDQ�KDV�SURYLGHG�UHIXJH�
to the son of Ahmad Shah Masood, who heads the National Resistance Front. However, 
5XVVLD�KDV�FDXWLRQHG�7DMLNLVWDQ�DJDLQVW�LQWHUIHUHQFH��HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�VHULRXV�
consequences.

Pakistan, China and Afghanistan have a trilateral forum and all three foreign ministers 
had met in Islamabad last May where Afghan Taliban had committed themselves to take 
action against the TTP, but they have not honored the commitment so far. Afghan Talban 
have their own problems. They are facing the threat of Islamic State, and Pakistan is also 
IDFLQJ�WKH�VDPH�WKUHDW��7KH�PLOLWDQW�JURXS�FRQGXFWHG�DWWDFNV�LQ�7DMLNLVWDQ��8]EHNLVWDQ��
and Iran and killed 100 people on the death anniversary of Iranian General Qasem Solei-
mani.

We are also sensitizing internationally that the problem will not remain limited to the 
region, and the militants are going to knock your shores if they get an opportunity.

We should not expect miracles and it is enough if there is normalcy in Afghanistan. The 
question is what we should do? We have to deal with Afghanistan. There is no need to 
baptize them. There is no need to patronize them because Afghans are astute diplomats, 
and they got the Doha agreement after negotiating with the US for 10 years. At the same 
WLPH��WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�ĆJKWLQJ�ZDU�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�DQG�WKH\�KDG�D�IDPRXV�VD\LQJ�LQ�WKHLU�
ranks that “Americans may have the watch, but we have the time.” This is a very deep 
thing, and we should not underestimate them.
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Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

Ambassador Durrani emphasized that dialogue with the TTP was a failure. Former care-
taker PM Anwaarul Haq Kakar reiterated this stance numerous times including on this 
forum, advocating against negotiations with militants. He has openly stated on record 
that intermediary forces should be eliminated, allowing the state to effectively confront 
such threats.

Asif Durrani

I don’t subscribe to Kakar’s views because Afghan Taliban are also involved in TTP issue. 
Baloch dissidents and militancy operate independently without the involvement of third 
countries. Therefore, engaging in talks with them is a separate matter, and I fully sup-
port it. However, the TTP issue involves a foreign country’s interference, and it’s crucial 
to make this distinction.

Muhammad Amir Rana (Moderator)

We ask this basic question from Dr Baloch, from where this mindset came? Will this ap-
proach work in future because Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti and Ka-
kar are very close to each other?

'U�$EGXO�0DOLN�%DORFK��IRUPHU�FKLHI�PLQLVWHU�%DORFKLVWDQ�DQG�3UHVLGHQW�1DWLRQDO�3DU-
ty 

The crux of Pakistan’s solutions, whether economic, political, or foreign policy-related, 
OLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDUOLDPHQW��2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IRXU�GHFDGHV��,èYH�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�PDMRU�SR-
litical parties—Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), 
and even Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)—but unfortunately, all have been compromised. 
During the formation of the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM), a coalition of po-
litical parties, I represented my party in drafting a manifesto consisting of 25 points, all 
geared towards serving the people’s interests. However, compromises were made on 
certain issues.

I can speak for Balochistan, where elections weren’t conducted this time, but actions 
were taken. Those who invested more money secured their positions in the assemblies. 
Frankly, dealing with a sensitive region like Balochistan, which comprises half of Paki-
stan geographically, solely through a security lens rather than a political one, will never 
yield positive outcomes. I’ve conveyed to the responsible authorities in Pakistan that 
they only focus on the province’s 16 seats in the National Assembly without recogniz-
LQJ�LWV�VLJQLĆFDQFH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��RXU�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�YLHZV�WKH�SURYLQFH�
through a security prism.

6HQLRU�DUP\�RIĆFHUV�VD\�WKDW�WKLV�LQVXUJHQF\�FRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQWUROOHG�HYHQ�LI�ZH�LQFUHDVH�
the deployment of Frontier Corps (FC) up to 100 percent. As long as there will be no real 
representation of people in Balochistan, the issues of the province will not get resolved.

In 2008, we were warned that aligning with Nawaz Sharif would result in our elimina-
tion from the election. However, following the election, we were called for a meeting by 
WKH�SRZHUV�WKDW�EH�ZKR�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�LQMXVWLFH�GRQH�WR�XV�DQG�DVVXUHG�LW�ZRXOGQèW�
happen again. Sadly, the recent election surpassed all previous ones in terms of irregu-
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larities.

Even before the election, I sought assurance from powerful quarters about our safe-
ty. Despite their assurances, we faced victimization, compounded by attacks from the 
%DORFKLVWDQ�/LEHUDWLRQ�$UP\��%/$���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�GLVWULFW�SROLFH�RIĆFHUèV�UHSRUW��7XU-
bat district in Balochistan witnessed 107 terrorist attacks on February 7 and 8 alone. 
Despite these challenges, not a single one of our election candidates remained un-at-
tacked, although they were protected by divine intervention. 

&RQćLFW� RIWHQ�PDQLIHVWV� LQ� HFRQRPLF� UHSHUFXVVLRQV�� ,Q� ĆYH� GLVWULFWV� RI� %DORFKLVWDQæ
*ZDGDU��.HFK��3DQMJXU��:DVKXN��DQG�&KDJDLæLOOHJDO�GUXJ�DQG�RLO�EXVLQHVVHV�ZRUWK�PLO-
OLRQV�RI�UXSHHV�RFFXU�HYHU\�QLJKW��ZLWK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�VHFXULW\�RIĆFLDOV�LQYROYHG��

:H�DUH�IDFLQJ�D�GLIĆFXOW�VLWXDWLRQ��3HRSOH�UHFHLYH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�SKRQH�FDOOV�GHPDQGLQJ�
IDYRUV�RU�YRWHV�IRU�VSHFLĆF�FDQGLGDWHV��7KRVH�ZKR�UHVLVW�DUH�IDOVHO\�DFFXVHG�RI�DOLJQLQJ�
with groups like the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) or Balochistan Liberation Army 
�%/$���,WèV�XQIRUWXQDWH�WR�DGPLW��EXW�LWèV�ZLGHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�%D-
lochistan Assembly, with a few exceptions, comprises individuals either associated with 
WKH�GUXJ�PDĆD�RU�FRQWUDFWRUV�ZKR�SXUFKDVHG�VHDWV�WKURXJK�DXFWLRQV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�5V�
300 million to one billion rupees. While it’s not appropriate to single out individuals, this 
situation raises serious concerns about governance in Balochistan. Ministries are now 
being sold, and there’s a fear that valuable departments will be next. While I can’t speak 
for other provinces, Balochistan has unfortunately been perceived as spoils (maal-e-
ghaneemat).

During my interactions, I have told senior government functionaries both in Balochistan 
and at the center that this strategy will ruin Pakistan. Disturbingly, in district Barkhan, six 
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�0�3KLO�GHJUHHV�MRLQHG�WKH�%/)��$GGLWLRQDOO\��LQ�WKH�0DFK�WHUURU�DWWDFN��
DOO����DWWDFNHUV�ZHUH�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG��ZLWK�ĆYH�KDLOLQJ�IURP�7XUEDW�DQG�WZR�HDFK�IURP�
3DQMJXU��*ZDGDU��DQG�4XHWWD��'HVSLWH�WKHVH�DODUPLQJ�UHDOLWLHV��LI�WKH�UHVSRQVH�UHPDLQV�
“all is well,” then continuing to govern in this manner will only exacerbate the situation.

7KH�SLOODUV� RI� DQ\� VWDWHæSDUOLDPHQW�� MXGLFLDU\�� VHFXULW\� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� EXUHDXFUDF\�� DQG�
media—are vital for its functioning. However, rampant corruption within these insti-
tutions has reached unimaginable levels. History has shown that civilizations, from the 
Romans to the Mughals and Russia, have collapsed primarily due to internal corruption 
rather than external forces. 

In Balochistan, assembly seats were essentially up for auction. I personally lost the NA 
election to a candidate from Nimruz, Afghanistan. Astonishingly, his son and son-in-law 
won seats in Quetta, despite having no familiarity with the streets of Sariab, a prominent 
area in the provincial capital. Additionally, seats previously held by the Hazara commu-
nity, won by either democrats or religious parties, have now been distributed among 
candidates of Baloch and Pashtun backgrounds.

As someone committed to the principles of federalism, democracy, and allegiance to the 
Constitution, it has become increasingly challenging for me as the president of my party 
to rally support for our democratic cause. Disheartened workers express frustration, 
IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ĆYH�\HDUV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�YDLQ��DV�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRQ�
have little connection to the public or demonstrated any meaningful groundwork. Con-
tinuing to uphold our narrative of democracy in the face of such disillusionment is prov-
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ing to be an uphill battle.

I express these sentiments with utmost seriousness, as I have done in the past, yet un-
fortunately, our voices have fallen on deaf ears and I anticipate they will continue to do 
so in the future. We have tirelessly advocated for these recommendations, discussing 
them in the Senate and emphasizing the need to trust the people of Balochistan if we 
aim to improve the province’s situation.

Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif championed the slogan “respect the vote,” while 
we advocated for “giving the right to vote.” We have faced struggles reminiscent of his-
WRULFDO� LQMXVWLFHV�ZKHQ�VODYHV�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�GHQLHG�YRWLQJ�ULJKWV��DQG�ZH�ĆQG�RXU-
VHOYHV�LQ�D�VLPLODU�SRVLWLRQ�QRZ��6HFXULQJ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�PXVW�EH�RXU�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�
before democracy can truly be realized.

Regrettably, all parties within the PDM, including ourselves, who have long fought for 
GHPRFUDF\��KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�D�JUDYH�LQMXVWLFH�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�E\�FRPSURPLVLQJ�RXU�SULQ-
ciples. It appears that no legislation will pass in the national and Balochistan assemblies 
unless it aligns with the interests of the powerful establishment. Reconciliation efforts 
LQ�%DORFKLVWDQ�DUH�ERXQG�WR�IDLO�DV�DOO�VWDNHKROGHUV�EHQHĆW�IURP�WKH�XQUHVW�LQ�WKH�SURY-
ince. Despite this understanding, our establishment has chosen to overlook this critical 
factor.

Tahir Khan 

I have a question for Ambassador Durrani. Could you provide insight into Pakistan’s cur-
rent relations with the US, Saudi Arabia, and other countries regarding Afghanistan? In 
the past, China consulted Pakistan before engaging with Afghanistan, but it seems this 
dynamic may have shifted. What are Pakistan’s current relations with Central Asia, Iran, 
the US, and China concerning Afghanistan?

Asif Durrani 

Pakistan’s problem with Afghanistan is TTP, otherwise it has no issue with the neigh-
boring country. Even the rest of the world has no issue with it. So why should the other 
world consult Pakistan on the issue? 

Afghanistan is on the least priority of the US and my US counterpart in a meeting with 
me has admitted this. Saudi Arabia has no priorities in Afghanistan like it had during the 
times of Soviet-Afghan War. Read the book ‘Afghanistan File’ written by Prince Turki Al-
Faisal Al-Saud as these things have been clearly stated in it. The question is wrong that 
3DNLVWDQ�ZDV�DVNHG�HDUOLHU�DQG�QRW�QRZ��7KLV�WLPH�$IJKDQLVWDQèV�ĆOH�LV�FRROLQJ�GRZQ�DQG�
it was not their priority so what should they discuss with Pakistan?

Riffatullah Orakzai

It apparently looks that terror incidents in Pakistan have decreased after Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s visit to Afghanistan. From Decem-
EHU��RQZDUG��QR�PDMRU�LQFLGHQW�KDV�RFFXUUHG��:KHWKHU�VRPH�WDONV�DUH�XQGHUZD\�RU�VRPH�
understanding has been reached? What is the matter?
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Asif Durrani

Our Afghan counterparts have assured us that we will witness a noticeable decrease in 
terror attacks as summer approaches. While this process is ongoing, we will only believe 
it when we see concrete evidence. 

Maulana Fazlur Rehman is part of the equation, he visited but this is power play. The Tal-
iban are in power and they have not heard their teachers’ advice on women’s education 
and their right to work. In power, the father doesn’t recognize son and vice versa. We 
should not forget these dynamics.

Dr Qibla Ayaz, Chairman Council of Islamic Ideology 

We’ve engaged with Afghanistan and the Taliban through the OIC platform, partic-
ularly focusing on girls’ education, which is of utmost importance. Over the past two 
years, we’ve interacted with second-tier leadership within the Afghan Taliban, spanning 
various backgrounds from Pashtun to non-Pashtun, including individuals from Balkh, 
Helmand, Paktika, Paktia, and Khost. Recently, we held extensive discussions with two 
SURPLQHQW�OHDGHUV��IRUPHU�$IJKDQ�$PEDVVDGRU�WR�3DNLVWDQ�$EGXO�+DNLP�0XMDKLG��DQG�
Afghan scholar Abdul Wahid Wahid.

Our interactions have revealed that Afghans struggle with embracing institutionalism. 
Historically, institutionalism has not been as robust in Afghanistan as in other countries. 
Even during the reign of Zahir Shah, while a functional system existed, institutionalism 
remained weak in remote areas. Both former presidents Hamid Karzai and Ashraf Ghani, 
SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�ODWWHU�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�:HVW��PDGH�VLJQLĆFDQW�HIIRUWV�WR�
promote institutionalism in Afghanistan, achieving considerable success in this regard.

We’ve observed a decline in institutionalism within the ranks of the Taliban, with individ-
ual decisions taking precedence. For instance, they mentioned in Pashto that while pre-
viously there were limited capacities for enforcing laws, laws did exist. However, now 
there is capacity but no corresponding laws. From well-informed sources, we’ve learned 
that the Taliban view allowing girls’ education under pressure from the international 
community as a defeat for Pashtun culture. They assert that they are unwilling to enter 
paradise under coercion.

Regarding Ambassador Durrani’s proposal of ijmaa, around 3,000 ulema were set to con-
YHQH�D�MLUJD�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��+RZHYHU��XSRQ�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�LW��$PLUXO�0RPLQHHQ�VRXJKW�
details and instructed to remove the item of girls’ education from the agenda. Thus, the 
ijmaa can only proceed when Hibatullah is willing to accept it or permit its occurrence. 
Currently, he is not inclined to do so.

7KH�7DOLEDQèV�FKLHI�DGYLVRU�RQ�OHJDO�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�MXULVSUXGHQFH�LV�$EGXO�+DNLP�+DTTD-
QL��ZKR�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�FKLHI�MXVWLFH�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ��+H�DXWKRUHG�D�ERRN�WLWOHG�ê$O�1D]-
im Ul Sharia wa Nifaza-o-Ha,” which provides guidelines for issuing and enforcing Sharia 
ODZ��7KLV�ERRN�KROGV�D�VLJQLĆFDQW�VWDWXV�VLPLODU�WR�KRZ�$O�4DHGDèV “Al-Wala’ wa’l-Ba-
ra” was regarded as a bible. However, the book contains numerous ambiguities, partic-
ularly regarding the appointment and powers of the shura. Even their chief advisor and 
FKLHI�MXVWLFH��ZLWK�DXWKRULW\�WR�HQIRUFH�WKH�V\VWHP��JUDSSOHV�ZLWK�WKHVH�FRQIXVLRQV�

In Afghanistan, the situation and feelings are intense about Pakistan. I have an under-
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standing that Afghanistan is still without peace but there is a sort of order in the country. 

The poverty visible on the streets of Kabul is stark, surpassing anything witnessed during 
the administrations of Ashraf Ghani and Hamid Karzai. The level of poverty observed 
RYHU�WKH�ODVW�ĆYH�PRQWKV�LV�XQSUHFHGHQWHG��HYLGHQW�IURP�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�SHRSOHèV�FORWK-
ing, shoes, faces, and burqas.

I believe it’s a deliberate policy of the Afghan Taliban to designate Pakistan as their ene-
my and propagate this slogan to divert attention away from the system they are imple-
menting, which may lead to further impoverishment. If they persist in this obstinacy, the 
international community may hesitate to engage with them at a level that could improve 
the living standards of the Afghan people. If conditions worsen, the possibility of internal 
unrest against the Taliban cannot be discounted, although it may not occur immediately.

During our visit to Afghanistan, our 25-member delegation from the OIC, which includ-
ed esteemed scholars from Turkey, Jordan, Abu Dhabi, and the Imam of Haram Shar-
if, was accompanied by Prof. Koutoub Moustapha Sano, the Secretary-General of the 
International Islamic Fiqh Academy (IIFA). Among the Taliban leaders we met was the 
UHQRZQHG�$EGXO�+DPHHG�+DPDVL��DORQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�QRWDEOH�ĆJXUHV�

In a meeting with Afghan foreign minister, who delivered a passionate speech in Arabic, 
ZH�ZHUH�KDLOHG�DV�êJKD]L��PXMDKLG��DQG�FRQTXHURU�ë�$QRWKHU�VLJQLĆFDQW�HQFRXQWHU�ZDV�
with Farid-ud-Din Mahmood, Chairman of the Academy of Sciences of Afghanistan. De-
spite our expectations of a scholarly exchange, Mahmood bluntly dismissed our agenda 
on women’s education, labeling it as a Western imposition, and swiftly ended the meet-
ing.

7KLV�DWPRVSKHUH�UHćHFWV�D�VWDXQFK�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�JLUOVè�HGXFDWLRQ��DV�YDOLGDWHG�E\�$PLUXO�
Momineen’s unwavering stance against it. He argues that providing education to wom-
en would lead to romantic correspondence, a notion he believes contradicts traditional 
folk tales. Despite our efforts, convincing them otherwise seems futile.

I extend my gratitude to PIPS and all participants for their contributions to our compre-
hensive and fruitful discussions


